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‘A stylish and spectral debut from LKQ, which features 
four highly accomplished and in-demand musicians. 
...A tremendous calling card for their increasingly 


acclaimed live performances.’ 
FROOTS magazine 


‘Four of Europe's most talented klezmer musicians. 
They bring a wealth of knowledge, experience and 


excitement to their performances.’ 


‘Exquisite’, Radio Sefarad 


Frank London, The Klezmatics 
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VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM 
CROMWELL ROAD, LONDON SW7 2RL 


THE VORTEX JAZZ CLUB 
11 GILLETT SQUARE 
LONDON N16 8AZ 


HOPKELE KLEZMER KEILIDH 
CECIL SHARP HOUSE, 2 REGENT'S 
PARK ROAD, LONDON NW1 7AY 


PAGES BOOKSTORE 
70 LOWER CLAPTON ROAD 
LONDON E5 ORN 


THE HACKNEY PROMS 
STOKE NEWINGTON TOWN HALL 
LONDON N16 0JR 


She'Koyokh Klezmer and Balkan Music Ensemble 
Tour dates 2012 

Feb 10 - Cambridge 

Feb 24 - Tickhill l 
March 16, 17, 23, 24, 30, 31 - the Midlands (Notts, Lincs and Leics) q f) Songlines 
May 26 - Doncaster Hothouse Festival 
For more info see www.shekoyokh.co.uk 


Part of the V&A's series of Friday evening events. The concert will 
be held in the splendid Morris, Poynter and Gamble rooms. 8pm 


Enjoy an East London outing to one of London's foremost jazz 
venues to hear LKQ. Part of the Vortex's Gypsy/Eastern 
European series. 8.30pm 


A seasonal Klezmer Keilidh with appropriate refreshments 
and dancing for all ages and abilities. 7.30pm 


The LKQ’s annual Winter Warmer. Come and enjoy mulled 
wine and mince pies, browse in the bookstore and listen to 
the LKQ - a seasonal treat! 7pm 


LKQ’s first time at the Hackney Proms. More details at 
www.londonklezmerquartet.com 


‘Britain's best klezmer 
and Balkan music band’ 


‘manda Walaas 
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GROWING THREATS 


By Gerry Gable 


AS THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY'S DEBTS CONTINUE 
to mount as a result of court and tribunal decisions 
against the party, and Andrew Brons's rebels gain 
increased support, Searchlight continues its 
investigation into a group that threatens to reset the 
agenda for the far right. 

As we report on pages 8-9, the New Right club and 
its offshoot the IONA London Forum are putting in 
place an international network of serious nazi 
intellectuals, who have extensive links with extremists 
and nazi criminals in Europe and further afield, including 
with the Iranian regime. They are also connected with 
Bishop Richard Williamson's band of Catholic extremists 
of the Society of St Pius X (SSPX) now entrenched in 
south London. We will be looking more closely at the 
SSPX in future editions. 

The New Right club does not stand in elections. 

The BNP still does, but for the most part the voters have 
deserted it. We report in this issue three exceptionally 
poor council by-election results for the BNP in London, 
on the verge of the launch of its campaign for next 
May's Greater London Authority elections. The BNP 
has admitted that it has fewer than ten activists in its 
election team covering London and southwest Essex. 
Often the same people turn out on activities 
throughout the region. Bob Bailey, the former Barking 
and Dagenham BNP councillor and well known violent 
drunken thug, appears to be pulling the strings again, 
hiding behind the inept Paul Sturdy, according to Steve 
Squire, the party's London regional organiser. Whatever 
money Squire throws into the campaign out of his not 
inconsiderable personal wealth, after providing funds 
to enable party leader Nick Griffin to pursue his various 
hopeless court cases, is unlikely to make up for the lack 
of activists. 

A recent joint meeting of the party's Croydon branch 
and its Merton and Wandsworth branch attracted 
around 40 people and not all of them were paid-up 
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members. These used to be two of the party's largest 
branches. Last year Croydon could expect 60-70 
regulars at its monthly meetings and Merton and 
Wandsworth often turned out 150 at meetings and 
over 200 at social events. Jacquie Tedder, the BNP's 
new organiser in southwest London, is on record as 
saying she would not trust Griffin as far as she could 
thrown him, and her political relationship with Squire 
is one of animosity. 

At present it looks very unlikely that the BNP will 
regain its London Assembly seat, though it is still 
important to campaign against the party to ensure its 
decisive defeat. After the BNP lost all its London council 
seats in 2010, Griffin wrote off the capital, but later 
changed his mind. This time we need to ensure that the 
BNP gets the message once and for all, that it is not 
wanted in London, or anywhere else for that matter. 

The party's by-election results outside London have 
been slightly less bad than in London, but Griffin's 
activists must feel dispirited when they compare 
current poll results with those they were achieving in 
2009 and before. 

In statements earlier this month Griffin claimed his 
party was moving forward and was the UK’s fourth 
largest party. The claim is laughable and not only 
because of the BNP’s dire election results. Only 50 
people showed up at the main annual dinner held by 
the party's fundraising body, the Trafalgar Club, in 
October, well down from an average of nearly 150 in 
past years. A mere 70 people attended the BNP’s 
annual conference, which was held in the back room of 
a pub in Liverpool, hardly what one might expect from 
Britain's fourth party. That was barely more than the 
number of assorted extremists who attended the John 
Tyndall memorial meeting in Preston on 8 October. 

The BNP has deluded itself for years about its position 
in British politics. The Scottish and Welsh nationalists, 
UK Independence Party, Green Party and probably 


some of the Northern Ireland parties are 
all bigger and more successful than the 
BNP these days. 

Perhaps it is because elections are a 
lost cause that some BNP activists prefer 
to hang out with the violent English 
Defence League. One of the BNP's 
London activists, John James, was among 
the gang of more than 170 EDL drunks 
and thugs rounded up by the police in a 
Westminster pub on Armistice Day, after 
the EDL's half-hearted attempt to throw 
missiles and insults at the police. 

The Home Secretary's ban the night 
before on Muslims against Crusades, 
which had planned to repeat its poppy 
burning protest of the previous year, 
might have wrongly given the EDL and 
BNP the idea that they could get away 
with their criminal and drunken behaviour 
in aid of their claims to “protect the 
poppy”. Two weeks earlier the police had 
discovered that the EDL thugs were 
planning to attack the anti-capitalist 
camp outside St Paul's Cathedral and 
warned them off. Without the presence 
of Muslims against Crusades on Armistice 
Day, the EDL activists were at a loose end 
and decided to get tanked up and go to 
the City. The City police were ready and 
waiting to arrest them, but in the event 
the EDL were so aggressive in Whitehall 
that the Metropolitan Police decided to 
deal with them there. After arresting 
them all the police took them to south 
London to sober up. 

Trade unionists and others 
campaigning against bankers’ bonuses 
and Government cuts have become the 
targets of violence and threats of 
violence by EDL-led gangs in Bristol, 
Liverpool and elsewhere. In London the 
EDL claimed to have guns and be 
prepared to use them against protesters. 
The police reaction in London was swift, 
stopping the threatened violence, but 
elsewhere people have been injured and 
property damaged. Searchlight calls for a 
more organised response nationally from 
the police and Home Office. 


Over the past few weeks we have 
been busy developing the role of new 
writers to cover different subjects for 
the magazine. We also attended a large 
international conference in London and 
spoke in support of Ray Hill, one of our 
earliest and most successful moles inside 
the far right in Britain and South Africa, 
who still addresses several meetings of 
community groups and in schools and 
colleges every year, educating new 
generations of youngsters about the 
dangers of racism and fascism. 

On the evening of 12 November we 
raised a glass of decent Italian wine to 
the final exit from Italy's government of 
the rightwing Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi. However the economic 
problems of southern Europe have given 
rise to worrying political developments. 
In Italy the far-right Northern League is 
part of the government and in Greece 
the new unelected Prime Minister has 
invited the antisemitic conspiracy 
theorist LAOS party to join his national 
unity government. In the Spanish 
election on 21 November the Socialist 
government fell and was replaced a by 
a right-wing party with a large majority. 

The news from Germany is bleak, 
with the exposure of the National 
Socialist Underground nazi cell after 
over a decade of killing Turkish and 
Greek immigrants and a police woman 
and the suspicion of state involvement 
in what looks like a Gladio-type 
operation. 

Finally this month we pay tribute to 
Cyril Paskin, a war hero and brave leader 
of the anti-fascist 62 Group, who passed 
away aged 89. Our love and grateful 
respect go out to his widow Norma, 
sons Stuart and Barry, and his three 
grandchildren. 


Correction 

Last month a typographical error meant 
we said John Tyndall, founder of the 
BNP, died in July 1975. He did of course 
die in July 2005. 
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Sonia Gable examines the strategy of Nick Griffin's main BNP rival Andrew Brons 


EXPECTATIONS THAT Andrew Brons, 
one of the British National Party's two 
MEPs, would form a breakaway party 
have again proved wrong. However his 
decision to stay in the BNP is not the 
result of indecision or lack of a strategy, 
as some have suggested, but because 
he has learned from the failures of 
previous groups of rebels to establish a 
successful new organisation. 

Whether to form a new party, and 
even what it should be called, was 
hotly debated at the conference that 
Brons's BNP Ideas group held in 
Leicestershire on 22 October, as were 
other potential ways forward for the 
growing number of people in the BNP 
who oppose Griffin's leadership. 

About 170 people made their way 
to the conference at a community hall 
in the Leicester suburb of Syston. 
Most were current or recently lapsed 
BNP members, but there were also 
some who had been expelled from 
the party long ago and a few who 
had never been BNP members. They 
included the former National Front 
deputy chairman Bernard Franklin, 
and Adrian Davies, the barrister of 
choice for nazis in trouble, who 
recently successfully defended an 
earlier group of BNP rebels called the 
Decembrists in an action that Griffin 
and his henchman Simon Darby 
launched in February 2008. 

The conference attracted twice as 
many people as the BNP's official 
annual conference the following 
week. To add insult to Griffin's injury, 
the venue was in one of the few areas 
of the country in which Griffin has 
more than a handful of supporters and 
the BNP's electoral support has not 
totally collapsed. At the May 2011 
council elections, Catherine Duffy 
retained her seat on Charnwood 
Council in nearby East Goscote, one 
of only two BNP councillors in the 
country who were reelected. 

However less than a fortnight after 
the rebel conference Duffy was the 
BNP candidate at a Leicestershire 
County Council by-election in Syston 
Ridgeway, where in 2009 the BNP 
came second with 19.4%. On 3 
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November Duffy came third out of 
four candidates with 14.8%, a fairly 
respectable result considering that 
hardly any BNP activists have been 
seen in Syston apart from those at 
Brons's meeting. 

One of the organisers of the 
conference was James North, who 
until recently was one of the party's 
rising stars. A parish councillor since 
2007, North was the BNP's councillor 
representative on the party's National 
Executive, a job that Griffin recently 
tried to give to his son-in-law Angus 
Matthys after the previous incumbent, 
Debbie Stafford, resigned from the 
party, complaining it was being run 
“in a disreputable manner". 

At the end of October, North 
resigned as secretary of Leicestershire 
BNP and head of the party's Melton 
and Rutland group after months of 
growing disillusionment. The final 
straw was supposedly Griffin's reaction 
to the death of David Hannam, a 
former party treasurer, who had been 
best man at North's wedding two 
months earlier, though like Hannam 
himself North had been planning his 
move against Griffin for some time. 

Not one to hesitate in making his 
stand, North was seen at the 
conference in conversation with two 
of Griffin's most hated opponents, 
London Assembly member Richard 
Barnbrook and Peter Rushton, 
assistant editor of the England First 
Party's magazine, Heritage and 
Destiny, who was expelled from 
the BNP way back in 2002. 

More surprising was the appearance 
of Rushton alongside one of his oldest 
enemies, Arthur Kemp. Formerly 
entrusted by Griffin with delivering 
ideological instruction to BNP 
members, Kemp now runs Brons's 
BNP Ideas website and chaired the 
conference. However despite his new 
popularity in the anti-Griffin movement 
he failed to persuade a majority to 
support his preferred option of creating 
a new party as soon as possible. 

Martin Wingfield, whose love-hate 
relationship with Griffin goes back to 
the 1980s when both were prominent 


in the NF, bitterly denounced Griffin 
and his right-hand man Patrick 
Harrington in his speech to the 
conference. Rather than form a new 
party, Wingfield indicated he would 
prefer to join Eddy Butler, last year's 
challenger to Griffin's leadership, in 
defecting to the English Democrats. 
However he would remain in the BNP 
because he did not want to lose his 
job working for both the BNP's MEPs 
and because he had his eye on 
replacing Griffin as the BNP MEP for 
North West England if Griffin is made 
subject to a bankruptcy restriction 
order over any of the BNP’s unpaid 
debts, which would disqualify him 
from being an MEP. 

Another speaker who favoured 
joining an existing party was the 
veteran nazi Richard Edmonds, who 
recently packed his jackboots and 
joined the NF. He claimed still to be a 
BNP member, a stance that implicitly 
challenges Griffin to expel him and see 
how many of Edmonds's supporters 
follow him out of the party. Edmonds 
demonstrated his new loyalty by 
joining the NF on the Remembrance 
Sunday march that it still holds every 
year at the Cenotaph in London. 

Edmonds's move to the NF has more 
to do with his wish to fight the 
London elections next year and his 
belief, probably justified, that the BNP 
will be in no position to mount a 
meaningful campaign because of its 
diminishing activist base in the capital 
and the absence of funds with which 
to pay candidates’ deposits. 


Arthur Kemp NP*s warehouse in 2009, 
where he oversaw the dispatch of election material 
that helped win seats in the European Parliament for 
Nick Griffin and Andrew Brons 


Nazi Richard Edmonds (centre) at the NF Remembrance Sunday march on 14 November, wondering if four decades of activity were worth it to end up stuck between people like these 


The most successful speaker at the 
conference was Andrew Moffat, a 
former aide of the historical revisionist 
writer David Irving, who until recently 
was a member of the UK 
Independence Party. Moffat, who is 
a BNP member, argued that Brons 
and his supporters should create a 
“party within a party”, waiting for 
the right moment either to take over 
the BNP from a disgraced and 
destroyed Griffin or to stage a split 
with enough support to eclipse the 
vestiges of the party. 

It was this question that dominated 
Brons's own speech. He insisted that 
he would not be pressured into leading 
a split against his better judgement but 
accepted that the current party 
structure is in a terminal state. 

For now Brons is cautious about 
alienating the mass of BNP members 
and so prefers not to deliver the coup 
de grace to Griffin. He believes he 
would need at least 1,500 members 
to go with him if he is to create a 
serious political force rather than yet 
another a splinter group that crashes 
and burns. No one, least of all Brons, 
knows quite how many would sign 
up to a new party today and so 
Brons prefers to wait until Griffin has 
reached the end of the road in his 
attempts to wriggle out of paying 
those many people who have valid 
claims against the party. 

Although the conference followed 
Brons in rejecting the formation of a 
new party, it was not before a long 


debate about what the new party 
should be called. What taxed the 
meeting most was whether the party 
name should include the word 
“democratic”, a question that became 
inextricably linked with the issue of 
whether those present objected to 
Griffin's leadership because he was not 
democratic or because of who he was. 

One person said that any party that 
needed to have “democratic” in its 
name probably wasn't. It was unclear 
whether this discomfited Brons, 
who in May registered the British 
Democratic Party at the Electoral 
Commission with Davies as leader and 
treasurer. The party, which has no 
connection with a number of other 
unregistered organisations of the same 
name, remains dormant and Brons 
kept quiet about it at the conference. 

Much discussion concerned the 
structure of a future party, whether 
the BNP or a new organisation. 

Many people wanted to dump not 
only Griffin but the principle of a 
single powerful leader who has the 
final say on just about anything. 
The BNP constitution has embodied 
the Nazi Flihrerprinzip since the 
party's foundation by John Tyndall 
and it has only been strengthened 
through Griffin's series of 
constitutional rewrites. 

Moffat argued for a separation 
between the political leader of the 
party and the executive leader or 
chairman, who would be in charge 
of the administration and finance. 


Photo: Daphne Liddle 


Although this was not put to the vote, 
it was clearly popular and some 
envision a “dream ticket” of Brons as 
political leader and Moffat as chairman. 

Whether Brons goes forward with a 
new party or succeeds in taking over 
the BNP from a discredited Griffin — if 
Griffin leaves behind an organisation 
worth taking over — many people 
recognised the party would need to 
bring back those activists who had 
deserted to the NF, English Democrats 
or elsewhere. However most were 
reluctant to go as far as to adopt a 
suggestion by Jim Lewthwaite, a 
former BNP councillor in Bradford, to 
set up discussion groups in every area 
to bring people together across party 
boundaries, including extreme nazi 
groups such as the British Movement. 

Others present included Ken Booth, 
Kevin Scott and other prominent 
activists from the North East, and 
Roger Bennett of Somerset BNP, 
who is likely to be one of the main 
organisers of any breakaway 
organisation. Robert West, the BNP’'s 
fake vicar, took part, though still 
attended Griffin's Trafalgar Club 
dinner later that night. 

For the moment then Brons and 
his coterie will wait and see, hoping 
they can retain the interest of their 
supporters while Griffin continues his 
attempts to evade his creditors and 
delay legal proceedings that he is 
likely eventually to lose. Identifying 
the right moment to make their 
move may prove very hard. 
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By Gerry Gable 


OVER THE PAST COUPLE OF MONTHS 
most observers of the far right have 
been watching the political machinations 
of the British National Party — the 
growing ranks of Andrew Brons'’s rebel 
faction, its continued dire financial state, 
failures in court and an employment 
tribunal and a declining membership, 
now put at around 2,000. 


All that is important, but Searchlight 
has also pursued its longer term 
investigation into the growth of the 
activities of what until the summer was 
commonly known as the New Right 
group, but in August spawned an 
offshoot consisting of more politically 
mature and dedicated hardline national 
socialists, and followers of Satanism and 
paganism. 

The New Right group is run by Troy 
Southgate. As a young man Southgate 
was a violent supporter of the National 
Front. After the NF declined, he 
followed several of its activists into the 
NF Political Soldiers, the group that 
included Nick Griffin, now leader of the 
BNP. The Political Soldiers, who did most 
to wreck the old NF, drew much of their 
inspiration from the dead Italian fascist 
and mystic Julius Evola. 


For many years Southgate came up 
with a new political theory or bee in his 
bonnet almost annually, while 
maintaining an active interest in the 
more obscure end of the far-right music 
scene. So often did he change his 
politics, it was hard to pin him down. 


A few years ago, Southgate started to 
put on occasional meetings with the 
help of supporters from a range of far- 
right groups, including Jonathan 
Bowden, then a leading light in the BNP, 
and the far-right lawyer Adrian Davies. 
The meetings attracted extremist 
speakers not only from the UK but from 
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Russia, Croatia, Germany, 
America and elsewhere, 
including some connected with 
Middle East extremism. Some, 
such as the Holocaust revisionist 
writer David Irving, attracted 
audiences of more than 100 and 
around 60 would attend an 
average meeting. 


One man who attended New 
Right meetings was Jeremy 
“Jez" Bedford-Turner, a career 
Army officer in a Signals unit 
based at RAF Digby in 
Lincolnshire. If his presence was 
officially sanctioned, it indicated 
that, rather than seeing 
Southgate and his followers as 
harmless cranks, the State had 
marked them down as of active 
interest. 


Bedford-Turner claimed he 
was forced out of his military 
career in August because he 
attended a meeting of the British 
People's Party in west London in July 
2008, when he and other New Right 
followers were questioned by police. 
Some experts on the far right consider 
this was part of a smokescreen to 
establish the “far-right activist" 
credentials of some of those who were 
detained on that occasion but not 
charged. 


By August this year, Bedford-Turner 
had set in motion a parallel group called 
the IONA London Forum. Although 
initially some of the new group's 
supporters engaged in dirty tricks 
against a New Right club meeting, 
around 95% of those who attend the 
bi-monthly meetings of both groups are 
the same people. After both groups held 
meetings in August, they came to an 
agreement to meet in alternate months. 


IONA organiser and military man Jeremy Bedford-Turner as a 
student in 1993 


Long-time nazis such as Martin Webster, 
the former NF national organiser, now 
shuffle between both groups preaching 
the same old bile. 


The name IONA, standing for Islands 
of the North Atlantic, is significant for 
nazis in the know. It first appeared on 
the far right as the name of a group led 
by Richard Lawson, a young NF 
intellectual, in the mid 1980s, which 
brought together more educated British 
hardliners with strong links to similar 
people abroad. 


Apart from extremist political 
theorising, IONA saw itself as a 
spearhead for cultural change and 
experimentation. Its adherents were not 
too far removed from Griffin and the 
other “young Turks” who at the time 
were moving the NF towards Italian- 
style Third Positionism and forging links 


with convicted extreme-right terrorists 
and Colonel Gaddafi's Libyan regime. 
After attracting several interesting 
people to its meetings it vanished from 
view in the early 1990s. Lawson dabbled 
in the far right music scene for about 20 
years but appears to have gone to 
ground around 2006. Rumours have it 
that he died, but some on the far right 
doubt this. 


The BNP adopted the name briefly in 
the mid-noughties. Project IONA was 
run by some of the “Decembrist” rebels, 
who took the website with them when 
they were expelled from the BNP in 
December 2007. It selectively catalogues 
the heritage of England, Scotland, Wales 
and Ireland, but nothing new has been 
posted on the site for some years. 


On 5 November it was the turn of the 
IONA London Forum on the meetings 
rota. The previous month the New Right 
club had hosted Ginter Deckert, a 
convicted Holocaust denier and leading 
German nazi, as reported exclusively in 
Searchlight. 


IONA did not disappoint, bringing in 
another unwelcome visitor to our shores 
in the form of Flavio Goncalves, a senior 
figure in Finis Mundi. A Portuguese 
national socialist publisher and quarterly 
journal, Finis Mundi has its roots in 
Aginter Press, a pseudo press agency set 
up by the CIA in the dark days of the 
Cold War in Portugal under Antonio de 
Oliveira Salazar's fascist dictatorship. 


Aginter was in reality an anti- 
communist mercenary organisation with 
satellite offices in the Mediterranean and 
in some African countries such as Angola 
and Mozambique, which were engaged 
in anti-colonial struggles against 
Portugal. Its members took part in covert 
action amounting to terrorism. Aginter 
was involved in the “strategy of 
tension” in Italy organised by Italian 
fascists with support from the P2 
Masonic lodge and Gladio, Nato's “stay- 
behind" anti-communist network. The 
coup that toppled Salazar also put paid 
to the CIA's activities using Aginter Press 
as its Trojan Horse. 


Goncalves, who attracted an audience 
of sixty — twenty more than the two 
previous IONA meetings — is the director 
of Finis Mundi, which is trying to enter 
into a joint printing and distribution 
arrangement with Anthony Hancock. A 


veteran nazi printer and close 
associate of David Irving, 
Hancock peddles a host of 
nazi and Holocaust denial 
publications through his 
Historical Review Press. That 
fact and his presence at the 
meeting give the lie to Finis 
Mundi's claim to be 
independent of any 
ideological belief. 


One of Gongalves's new 
publications is a book by 
Welf Herfurth, who spoke at 
an earlier New Right 
meeting. Born in Germany in 
1962, he moved with his 
parents to Iran at the age of 
14 where he lived through 
the Islamic revolution. 
Returning to Germany he 
joined the youth wing of the 
nazi German National 
Democratic Party (NPD) and 
became a member of its 
national executive, before 
moving to Australia where 
he rose up the ranks of two 


Political Wilderness 


A life in the 
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now runs the Sydney Forum. 
His book, A /ife in the 

Political Wilderness, includes an 
introduction by Southgate and a preface 
by Tomislav Sunic, a former Croatian 
diplomat who has spoken at several New 
Right meetings. 


A key purpose of Gonccalves’s trip to 
London was to promote the Finis Mundi 
journal which will appear in English from 
January. Goncalves was also very keen to 
have a face-to-face meeting with Sunic, 
who is a director of the American Third 
Position, a far-right white nationalist 
party. 

Goncalves has even more sinister 
friends in the Spanish hardline national 
socialist group CEDADE (Spanish Circle 
of Friends of Europe), the leader of 
which appeared in court for possession 
of weapons and explosives. CEDADE is 
the Spanish section of the New European 
Order, which originated in neutral 
Sweden under the leadership of a senior 
SS officer sent there by Himmler in 1944, 
when the SS realised it had to prepare 
for its resurgence after the defeat of Nazi 
Germany. This man had run the SS 
concentration camp brothel system 
where women and young boys were 
forced to feed the sexual needs of the 
beasts who guarded them in the death 
camps. 


The audience included Tom Tremayne, 
a military buddy of Bedford-Turner, a 
bunch of Norwegian nazis who 
appeared close to Hancock, and Matt 


Tait, a former BNP organiser in the 

Home Counties, who still cannot make 
up his mind whether he supports Irish 
republicanism or Ulster loyalism. 
Tremayne tried to video the meeting, but 
was warned off, as was Peter Rushton of 
the England First Party. 


Another interesting participant was 
Eric Galati, an actor and long-time figure 
on the American far right. Galati is a 
third positionist friend of the convicted 
Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore and was 
part of Fiore's London set-up for some 
years. He is thought to have hosted a 
visit to New York several years ago by 
Patrick Harrington, who despite not 
being a BNP member is now Griffin's 
right-hand man and legal representative 
at tribunals. 


Like Gongalves, Galati is very camera 
shy, perhaps because he was interviewed 
by Scotland Yard detectives after the 
mysterious death in 1998 of John Gaster, 
a long-time nazi who had upset Fiore. 
Galati these days appears in television 
commercials instead of the series of low- 
budget movies he made in the States 
about the Mafia. 


At the end of the afternoon the 
audience split up between those who 
followed Bedford-Turner for drinks at the 
Victory Services Club, a private 
members’ club for retired and serving 
members of the Armed Forces in 
Seymour Street near Marble Arch, and 
those who do not yet fit into his circle. 
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Griffin loses at 
employment 


tribunal 


By Sonia Gable 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY 
lost another dispute with a former 
employee when an employment 
tribunal awarded her over £2,500 
for wrongful dismissal in November. 

Marion Thomas, the sister-in-law 
of the BNP’s former fundraiser and 
business consultant Jim Dowson, 
helped run the party's East Belfast 
administration office and call centre 
for over a year until the acrimonious 
falling out between Dowson and Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, late last year. 

Dowson first linked up with the 
BNP at the end of 2007 after 
running an extreme anti-abortion 
campaign and used his hard-sell 
fundraising techniques to raise large 
sums for Griffin's party. But as fast 
as he raised the money, Griffin 
wasted it on legal disputes with 
former party staff and officers, 
lengthy delays in the party's fight 
with the Equality Commission and 
his stupid decision to provoke 
Unilever by adding an image of a 
jar of Marmite to a pre-released 
version of the BNP's 2010 television 
election broadcast. 

Inevitably, in any matter 
involving Griffin and his unpleasant 
henchmen Adam Walker, Patrick 
Harrington and Clive Jefferson, 
events turned nasty. In its decision 
the employment tribunal referred to, 
but dismissed, a raft of accusations 
made at the three-day hearing at the 
start of November, saying that both 
the BNP and Thomas provided 
evidence that was “not credible”. 

“The tribunal heard allegations 
of blackmail, threats, cars being 
forced off the road, information 
being sought about political rivals, 
electoral malpractice, paramilitary 
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involvement and that staple of Irish 
political life, the passing of money- 
filled envelopes in strange locations 
and in even stranger circumstances. 

“However, this was, in truth, a 
banal and ordinary employment 
tribunal claim alleging unfair 
dismissal and non-payment of 
holiday pay, overtime, expenses 
and notice pay.” The tribunal 
concluded that Thomas was 
“automatically unfairly dismissed 
for non-compliance with the 
statutory dismissal procedure”. 

Five BNP officers gave evidence 
to the tribunal but Griffin, who was 
named as the respondent in the 
case, and his daughter Jennifer 
Matthys, who jointly managed 
the call centre, were criticised for 
failing to appear. Matthys's 
husband Angus told the tribunal 
that his wife refused to attend as 
she felt intimidated after the couple 
were run off the road in Cumbria 
and blackmailed. 

The award is modest compared 
to the BNP's other debts, thought 
still to be around £600,000, but it 
must have cost the party far more 
to send at least seven people to 
Belfast for the period of the hearing. 

A much bigger headache for 
Griffin is the loss of his case against 
the so-called Decembrist rebels, 
whom he expelled from the party 
at the end of December 2007. 
Griffin initiated various legal 
actions against Kenny and Nicholla 
Smith, lan Dawson and Steve Blake, 
including a claim that they leaked 
the BNP’s membership list. 

At the High Court in London, 
Lord Justice Ward dismissed the 
application by Griffin and his 


The BNP only owes this much: 
Nick Griffin saddled with more costs 


co-defendant Simon Darby for 
leave to appeal against an earlier 
decision. He told their barrister, 
who had been handed the brief 
only shortly before the hearing: 
“You've done very well. I'm 
unimpressed, I'm afraid. It's not 
your fault. None of the arguments 
are substantial enough to give a 
realistic prospect of success. | see 
no realistic prospect of success and 
| dismiss the application.” 

Griffin and Darby had paid 
£45,000 into court to allow the 
case to be heard, which they have 
lost, but the full costs have yet to 
be assessed and are likely to 
amount to around £110,000, 
including interest payable at 8% 
since last December when Griffin 
first conceded the case. 

It is believed that Darby 
provided £20,000 and the rest 
came from Steve Squire, the BNP’s 
London organiser, who may be 
hoping to head the BNP's 
candidates’ list for the London 
Assembly election next May. Darby, 
who owns his home, may be left 
with the rest of the bill. 

The two decisions against 
Griffin follow an award of over 
£21,000 to Mark Collett, the 
party's former graphic designer, 
who was dismissed after Griffin 
falsely accused Collett of plotting 
to kill him before last year's 
general election. Adam Walker, 
who signed a written agreement 
with Collett in his capacity as party 
manager, has had a charge of 
£22,026.87, including interest and 
costs, placed on his house, which 
will go to Collett if the house is 
sold or when Walker dies. 


BNP election woes 


THREE COUNCIL BY-ELECTION 

results in London bode ill for the British 
National Party as it prepares for the 
Greater London Authority elections next 
May, in which it hopes to regain its seat 
on the London Assembly. 

The most successful of the three was 
Michael Payne, who on 20 October 
polled just 35 votes in Shortlands ward, 
Bromley, giving him 1.4% and sixth 
place out of six candidates. 

Two further BNP candidates 
bottomed out on 10 November with 
even fewer votes. Danny Warville, who 
has stood for the BNP in various wards 
in Redbridge, got 34 votes and 1.2% 
in the borough's Aldborough ward, 
where he also came sixth. 

And in Islington's St Mary's ward Walter 
Barfoot managed only 22 votes giving 
him 0.9% in a five-handed contest. 


In 2008 the BNP beat the 5% 
threshold in the London-wide poll for 
the London Assembly and took one 
seat, which went to Richard Barnbrook. 
Generally seen as an incompetent 
buffoon, Barnbrook failed to make any 
political headway for the BNP, cutting 
a comic figure as, in his own words, 
“the man in the beige suit, dyslexic 
and partial to the occasional drink”. 

After Griffin's chief henchman Clive 
Jefferson persuaded him to stand as a 
stooge candidate in last year’s BNP 
leadership election in an attempt to 
divert votes from Griffin's opponent 
Eddy Butler, Barnbrook left the party 
and now sits on the London Assembly 
as an independent. Barnbrook still has 
hopes of retaining his seat, but failed to 
persuade the English Democrats Party 
to adopt him as its lead candidate. 

The BNP has spent money on new 
leaflets and table-top designs for 


London but its main problem is that it 
now has only a handful of activists in 
the capital, who will be hard pressed to 
make an impact in the campaign. Its 
choice of Carlos Cortiglia, a Uruguayan 
who would have liked to fight against 
Britain in the Falklands war, as the 
candidate for London mayor is unlikely 
to boost the party's popularity. 

Voters might also be forgiven for 
doubting Cortiglia's sanity. On 22 
November he posted an article on the 
London BNP website headed Politische 
Partei oder Politische Bewegung, in 
which he claimed he was talking to 
people across Britain. The article was 
interspersed with German phrases. 
And two days earlier he praised 
Croydon BNP for “bringing Pastor 
Terry Jones into Britain to give us his 
message”. Only later did he reveal that 
“Pastor Jones was not here physically 
but his spirit is with us”. 


BNP claims 
conference profit 


CLIVE JEFFERSON, THE British National 
Party treasurer, among other roles, 

has reported that the party's annual 
conference, held near Liverpool at the 
end of October, made a profit of 
£2,272. The figure is unlikely to be 

any more reliable than his claim that 
the debt-strapped party only owes 
£52,000 to its creditors. 


FAR-RIGHTSCOM 


NATIONALIST EXTREMISM ON THE INTERNET 


Jefferson also says 215 people signed 
in as attending over the weekend, 
though in reality well under 100 took 
part in the conference. He may simply 
be lying or he has double and triple 


counted people signing in separately for 


different sessions. 

“Training sessions” were provided 
including some by Jefferson on 
various aspects of winning elections. 
No doubt he is well qualified. His 
North West region has a number of 
BNP parish councillors who succeeded 
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in getting elected unopposed. 
Jefferson may have felt less qualified to 
run a session on how to be a successful 
branch treasurer, which was left to the 
BNP's regional treasurer James Mole. 
According to the BNP website, another 
session on “successful fundraising” for 
local units consisted of “National 
Organiser Adam Walker demonstrating 
how to sign supporters up to standing 
order mandates". Perhaps he was the 
only one there capable of filling in a 
few words and numbers on a form. 


FAR-RIGHTSsCOM 


NATIONALIST EXTREMISM 
ON THE INTERNET 


Available from 

Searchlight at 

£8.50 UK and 
£10.00 overseas. 
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i-fascist 


Cyril Paskin fells Martin Webster at Kerbella Street in October 1964 


| FIRST MET CYRIL PASKIN ON A SUMMER'S DAY IN JULY 
1962. Smartly turned out, he was looking over the setting for a 
battle that was to take place later that day in Trafalgar Square. 
That was where Colin Jordan's National Socialist Movement 
intended to stage a rally under the slogan “Free Britain from 
Jewish control”, an echo of Hitler's call to the German people 
as he rose to power in the 1930s. 

Gradually people started gathering, including veterans of the 
postwar anti-fascist 43 Group, activists from various groups on 
the left and even some pacifists from the Church and from the 
Yellow Star Movement. 

Those of us who had been active in the 1950s opposing the 
far right knew that Jordan's hardline group with its paramilitary 
wing Spearhead was small in numbers but well financed and its 
members were fanatics. The turnout was greatly boosted by 
activists from Oswald Mosley's Union Movement who saw 
Jordan's rally as a chance to have a go at the “yids”. 

The atmosphere became increasingly menacing. After a while 
hand-to-hand fighting broke out. The fascist group was strong 
but was overwhelmed just before the police closed the meeting 
because of the speakers’ extreme anti-Jewish language and the 
threats they made. 

Within days of the rally the 1962 Committee (generally 
known as the 62 Group) decided to set up a continuing 
structure to combat the nazis head-on. The nazis wanted to 
break democracy and attack minorities through murder, arson 
and hate material. They would be answered by the strong arm 
of anti-fascism. 

Cyril was appointed as the 62 Group's Field Commander. 

He in turn recruited a series of section leaders, mainly ex- 
servicemen and some women, to assist him. Two people ran an 
intelligence section. One was responsible for turning fascists to 
become informants, the other took on the task of sending our 
own people to infiltrate several far-right groups. 
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The arrangement worked well and information poured in, 
which enabled Cyril to plan a strategy for attacking the enemy. 
The first test came on 22 July 1962, three weeks after the 
defeat of Jordan, when Mosley attempted to stage his own rally 
in Trafalgar Square and 17,000 anti-fascists stormed the plinth 
of Nelson's Column, destroyed the loudspeaker system and 
drove Mosley’s 300 nazis back to their headquarters in Victoria. 

That autumn the original British National Party, which had 
been formed two years earlier, tried to move into the East End 
of London. A first attempt on 2 September to hold an outdoor 
meeting in Ridley Road market, the scene a few years earlier of 
some of the bitterest battles between the Mosleyites and the 43 
Group, failed when Hackney anti-fascists occupied the pitch 
before the fascists got there. In those days the police took the 
view that whoever arrived first could have their meeting. 

The BNP then moved on to Balls Pond Road in Hackney. 
Cyril had rallied a few hundred 62 Groupers nearby and 
addressed them. Reminding them they had come as volunteers 
to fight the BNP, he warned that things might get violent. 

Take it from an old serviceman, he said, none of us liked 
violence but it was our duty to fight, as today it is yours, so if 
you are a pacifist leave now. Some did go but many stayed. 

The Group then executed a well planned pincer movement 
trapping the nazis in Balls Pond Road. Although the nazi ranks 
included one or two professional boxers and several thugs, the 
sheer speed and force of the attack destroyed them. 
Afterwards, one of the few injured anti-fascists walked into the 
local hospital to be faced with dozens of BNPers sitting there 
with bandaged heads. Shouting out, what's this, a rally of the 
Indian Nazi Party, he legged it. 

Back on the streets every form of transport was used to head 
for Victoria Park Square in Bethnal Green, where local anti- 
fascists were struggling to hold the line against a large group of 
Mosleyites and a hostile police force. Within minutes of the 


Group's arrival the police were swept aside and the fascists 
were running for their lives. 

Cyril's bravery and skill came from his time in Burma in the 
final months of the war where, as a Private in the RAF 
Regiment, he with his comrades and Gurkha soldiers had 
fought off and destroyed one of the last Japanese offensives by 
a numerically far superior force in the battle of Meiktila airfield. 
Despite a heavy bombardment and at least one banzai charge, 
Cyril's regiment suffered only seven dead and eight wounded 
while the Japanese left behind 150 of their dead and wounded. 
Years later a senior officer of the Regiment described Cyril with 
the words: “He may have been a Private then but he was a 
General when he led the 62 Group”. 

Cyril, who was known as “Uncle” among his close comrades, 
always went into battle leading the Group 
and never left any wounded behind. Occasionally people were 
even “rescued” from police custody. If members or the Group's 
non-Jewish allies went to prison their families were treated 
equally, and were supported financially and socially. 

Throughout the 1960s and into the 1970s it became very 
hard for the extreme right to organise any activity unopposed. 
In one crucial battle in Kerbella Street, in the East End on 4 
October 1964, a well worked out plan enabled dozens of the 
cream of the 62 Group's street fighters to penetrate two lines of 
police and into the heart of a street meeting organised by John 
Tyndall's Greater Britain Movement. The platform party were 
dragged down, beaten and left in the gutter. A famous 
photograph from the day shows Cyril felling Martin Webster, 
the man who later became the National Front's national 
organiser. Arrested, Cyril went off into the police van with his 
head held high. 

The following January the GBM again tried to hold a rally 
at Ridley Road. After a fearsome clash in which one 62 Group 
section leader was stabbed and several police officers were 
beaten by the Nazis wielding pick axe handles, the Group 
pursued Tyndall's activists back to their Norwood headquarters 
and attacked them. The nazis ran inside the building for safety 
but at least one shot was fired at us that night. 

The payoff was to convince one of the young nazis who 
appeared in court the next day to speak to us. Paul Dukes 
confessed to being one of the bomb makers for a group of 
nazis who were responsible for over 30 attacks on Jewish 
property, some of which involved arson, firebombing and 
desecrations. The perpetrators included Jordan's French heiress 
wife Francoise Dior, some serving and ex-army personnel, and 
a group of misfit youths who had come under Jordan's evil 
influence. As a result of the 62 Group's intelligence work, and 
a disciplined team under Cyril who provided essential physical 
backup for the investigation, nearly all of these criminals 
including Dior were convicted at the Old Bailey. At the end of 
one of the three trials the judge thanked the Group for its work 
in bringing them to Justice. 

Even with this under the Group's belt Cyril was not satisfied. 
When the National Front was launched at Caxton Hall in 1967, 
the Group led hundreds of anti-fascists to disrupt the meeting. 

Cyril suffered his second arrest in November 1971 in 
Brighton, when the 62 Group attacked a secret conference of 


Cyril Paskin (centre) meeting the Prince of Wales at the official opening of the 
Churchtown outdoor pursuits centre in Bodmin, Cornwall, which offers exciting 
holidays for disabled young people and their families 


the international nazi organisation, the Northern League. The 
event was attended by former SS officers and people who had 
collaborated with the Nazis in Europe during the war as well as 
some of their British comrades including Jordan. The nazi 
bodyguards took the first beating, followed by the SS men, and 
one of their leaders lost a briefcase full of vital documents. Cyril 
was marched off to the local police station but next day had the 
satisfaction of reading the headline in the Daily Express “Jan's 
men blitzed" — Jan being Jan Kruls, a former wartime Dutch 
traitor, who dabbled in gunrunning as a sideline. 

The Group's work diminished as the 1970s went on, but 
Cyril came out of retirement some years later when Jewish 
youngsters in North West London had become the victims of 
violent attacks by a nazi skinhead gang and were fighting a 
losing battle. One evening Cyril gathered together some old 
friends and the problem was settled. 

Cyril become a very successful businessman but was 
devastated by the death of his old friend and 62 Group 
comrade Phil Green, who had set up a multiracial boxing club 
in the East End. Green's daughter had died very young from 
meningitis. Cyril and some friends set up the Philip Green 
Memorial Trust to carry on Green's work in the East End and 
to fund projects to provide specialised help and hospices for 
terminally and seriously ill children and their families. The 
PGMT's major fundraising event is an annual boxing dinner 
and auction, which Cyril organised. 

In his last years Cyril travelled to Nepal while a civil war was 
raging to start a project to help the children of his beloved 
Gurkha comrades from his time in Burma. 

Those of us who fought alongside Cyril against Britain's 
enemies at home and abroad will remember him and 
continue to resist the fascists. 


Cyril Paskin, born Hackney 26 August 1922, 
died Harrow 1 November 2011. 
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Analysing extremism extremism 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


LAST MONTH, GERRY 
GABLE reported on the John 
Tyndall Memorial Meeting. 
This gathering brought 
together fringe and violent 
elements, alongside more 
electorally focused figures, 
from a range of far-right 
movements. The expected 
star turn, the British National 
Party's Andrew Brons, was a 
no-show. But he did focus 
attention on developing a 
new far-right politics in the 
‘post-Griffin’ era at his BNP 
Ideas conference, held 
eventually on 22 October. Yet 
ultimately this meeting again 
served to underscore the 
fragmented, disjointed nature 
of the far right at the present 
time. 


While some at these 
meetings talk of the need for 
race war, others are more 
sensitive to the potential to 
develop a new, populist far- 
right party. On this issue, all 
that was decided at the BNP 
Ideas conference was to 
develop a ‘parallel party’ 
structure within the BNP, 
and to carry on trying to 
force Nick Griffin out as 
BNP leader. Some even 
talked of this as a ‘secret 
army’. Many of the blog 
comments reflecting on 
the day highlighted how 
activists were greatly 
disheartened by such a 
prospect. 


So while Brons's big idea 
seems stillborn, other avenues 
for renewal also seem limited. 
Another hopeful candidate, 
Britain First, only has 700 
followers on Facebook, for 
example. Despite these 
failings, what are the 
prospects for any serious 


movement, should one ever 
actually emerge from the 
current wreckage? 


Voters do support the 
far right 


Though far right activists are 
clearly demoralised, 
potentially crises do present 
opportunities. When we look 
at the last general election, 
on first impressions the anti- 
fascist cause did very well. In 
terms of party figures elected 
into office, the BNP was 
beaten into major retreat. The 
annihilation in Barking and 
Dagenham epitomised the 
sense that the BNP were 
major losers in 2010. Since 
then, ongoing internal strife 
has only led to a further 
waning of the movement. 


A closer analysis of the 
growth of the far right in 
Britain over the past decade 
would suggest something 
more complex though. The 
fact that the BNP scored over 
half a million votes in 2010 is 
a worrying, yet often 
neglected, development. 
Coming in fifth overall, the 
BNP secured double the votes 
of the Greens, and more than 
either the Welsh or Scottish 
nationalists. In terms of raw 
numbers at least, the 2010 
general election reflected a 
rapid growth in public interest 
for the far right. A major 
factor limiting the impact of 
this vote was its 
fragmentation — a real 
handicap in a first-past-the- 
post system. 


Ten to fifteen years ago, it 
was quite easy for academics 
and political commentators to 
write off the threat of any 
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of BNP voting support 


serious far-right breakthrough 
in Britain. Before 2001, the 
combined efforts of the 
British Union of Fascists, the 
National Front (via a 
breakaway grouping) and the 
BNP itself had led to just five 
far-right candidates gaining 
office in Britain. Especially by 
continental standards, our far 
right was generally regarded 
as a minor threat. A bit of a 
joke, even. This led many to 
believe that Britain was 
largely immune from the new 
wave of far-right politics that 
was, by then, already 
spreading across Europe. 


Yet the growth of the BNP 
in the 2000s has radically 
changed these perspectives, 
especially as the number of 
elected representatives from 
the far right had increased by 
at least a factor of ten by 
2009. Among academics, 
fresh attention is now being 
paid to the possibility that 


Nick Griffin (left) and Andrew Brons, elected to the European Parliament at the height 


demand for a populist far 
right will remain a notable, 
though still fringe, presence 
in British politics. No one 
believes far-right parties will 
help form governments, but 
many think British far-right 
groups operate in much more 
fertile conditions than they 
did ten to fifteen years ago. 


Limits to the supply 


So if conditions are more 
fertile than they have ever 
been, why does the far right 
continue radically to 
underachieve? If there is 
‘demand’, what is wrong with 
the ‘supply’? The basic 
answer is that British far-right 
parties are amateurish, 
disorganised and often 
regarded by the public as 
sympathetic to violence. 
Examining the quality of 
‘supply’ of far-right politics 
makes us ask questions about 


the competence of far-right 
organisations, such as how 
well they develop campaigns, 
or what messages they focus 
on to connect with a wider 
audience. So looking at the 
BNP since 2009, clearly it is 
an organisation whose ability 
to ‘supply’ a far-right agenda 
to the electorate has been 
radically curtailed by 
infighting, financial 
irregularities, and other 
internal issues. 


The current meetings 
being held, such as the John 
Tyndall Memorial Meeting 
and the BNP Ideas 
conference, merely offer talk 
on the radical makeover of 
the BNP, or hopeful chat on 
the creation of a new party. 
Others seem to think that 
Britain First will become 
something significant, while 
former BNP activists are now 
also trying to develop the 
English Democrats into a 
viable operation for far-right 
politics. 


In reality, none of this 
seems to suggest major 
breakthroughs are coming 
any time soon. Finally, the 
English Defence League is 
not currently a political 
party, and so can only 
‘supply’ this agenda through 
street protests. This had led 
to an association with 
violence in the public mind, 
which is a severe, limiting 
factor for far-right 
movements entering into the 
mainstream. 


Indeed, the issue of 
violence always hampers far- 
right movements’ ability to 
normalise their extremism. 
Nick Griffin's Question Time 
appearance was potentially 
an opportunity to ingratiate 
himself to the public. Instead 
we saw him defending David 
Duke and the Ku Klux Klan as 
‘always totally non-violent’, 
and fudging his previous 
Holocaust denial, to much 
public ridicule. 


So credibly publicising the 
violent nature of far-right 
movements is one way to 
help limit its ability to supply 
a relevant far-right politics to 
those outside its violent 
hardcore. As Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon clearly puts the EDL's 
own violent aspirations this 
September: 


EVERY SINGLE 
MUSLIM watching this 
on Youtube, on 7/7 you 
got away with killing and 
maiming British citizens, 
you got away with it. You 
had better understand 
that we have built a 
network from one end of 
this country to the other 
end, and we will not 
tolerate it, and the Islamic 
community will feel the 
full force of the English 
Defence League if we see 
any of our citizens killed, 
maimed or hurt on British 
soil ever again. 


This sort of message quickly 
turns off the support of the 
wider public, yet is often at 
the core of the beliefs of far- 
right activists. Indeed, despite 
this extremist language, the 
EDL has the audacity to 
describe itself as a human 
rights organisation! 


Ensuring the public is aware 
of such unguarded, violent 
aspirations is crucial to 
undermining the non-violent 
identities that far-right 
movements try to develop for 
themselves. So, marred by 
fragmentation and a violent 
profile, ‘supply’ of far-right 
politics is notable, but also 
limited, at the moment. But 
what about demand? 


Thinking about 
demand 


Even after the Question Time 
disaster, if over half a million 
people are voting for the BNP 
this does suggest there is 
significant demand for this 


type of politics in 
contemporary Britain. The 
rapid growth of the EDL also 
points to a wider demand. 


Robert Ford of Manchester 
University has discussed this 
issue, and worryingly he 
suggests that, theoretically at 
least, there could be further 
voter support for a more 
sophisticated far-right 
agenda, over and above that 
which we have already seen 
develop in the 2000s. This 
point was again stressed by 
the recent report, Fear and 
Hope, co-authored by Nick 
Lowles and Anthony Painter. 
Here, the issue of violent 
identities as a factor that 
limited the ability for a 
movement to connect with a 
wider public was clearly, 
though somewhat 
controversially, developed. 


Identifying a large, 
potential support base for the 
far right has been a 
contentious issue, but the 
topic is one that should be 
discussed more fully. The BNP 
did not simply succeed in the 
2000s through better 
fundraising leading to more 
sophisticated campaigning, 
but also because people were 
increasingly happy to vote for 
it. Identifying why is 
important to developing 
strategies to tackle this 
problem. 


The analysis from Ford and 
others who identify growth in 
demand for far-right agendas 
raises some worrying issues 
regarding potential sympathy 
for a truly professional, well- 
funded, media savvy, 
populist, far-right party in 
Britain. Ford focuses on the 
latent support among the 
wider public for three key 
areas often developed by far- 
right agendas: 
authoritarianism, ethnic 
nationalism and xenophobia. 


He based his research on a 
wide range of public attitudes 


surveys, and other polling 
evidence. In particular, he 
highlights that the present 
fertile conditions have been 
driven by an Islamophobic 
agenda, and public sympathy 
for a more authoritarian state 
to tackle terrorism. This is 
combined with a sense that 
local councils are unable to 
tackle the problems created 
by migration, while national 
identity is being eroded. 
These are key concerns which 
populist far-right politics can 
develop. 


What next? 


Far from offering a blueprint 
for power, what such analysis 
suggests is that the British far 
right is still dramatically 
underachieving. It is marred 
by amateurism, sympathy for 
violence, and infighting. 
Currently, the BNP and the 
EDL are unlikely to develop 
into the slick, media-savvy 
organisations needed to 
successfully ‘supply’ this 
potential ‘demand’. Britain's 
smaller far-right groups, 
meanwhile, are unlikely to be 
able to work together for 
long without running into 
antagonisms. The English 
Democrats issue raises the 
problem of a party lacking 
sufficient funds to achieve its 
goals. 


Yet as the BNP is in flux, 
and the wider energies of far- 
right activism are seeking 
new movements in the wake 
of this, it is worth being 
aware of the notable, latent 
demand we saw in 2010. 
Along with the election of 
two BNP MEPs, Griffin and 
Brons in 2009, this clearly 
suggests that Britain is no 
longer immune from far-right 
movements gaining some 
limited political power. To 
deal with this problem, 
tackling latent demand in the 
future will be a crucial aspect 
of minimising the impact of 
the far right. 
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Across Europe political parties have achieved electoral success with a 
reconfiguration of the far right combining nativism, Islamophobia and 
populism. In the first of a two-part article Adam Carter examines the 
emergence of this ideological phenomenon. The second part will 
examine whether a similar populist radical right party could flourish in 


the UK. 


“A new Fascism, with its trail of intolerance, of abuse, and of servitude, 
can be born outside our country and be imported into it, walking on 
tiptoe and calling itself by other names." 


Primo Levi, Holocaust survivor, just before his death in 1987. 


AS LEVI INDICATES, racist and fascist 
organisations have evolved over time, 
changed their propaganda, ideology and 
rhetoric and opportunistically attacked 
different social, political and ethnic 
groups. One can see continuity and 
change from antisemitism in the 1930s 
and anti-black racism in the 1970s to 
anti-Asian racism in the 1980s and 
Islamophobia in the 21st Century. There 
are still groups in the UK that espouse 
this crude biological racism, antisemitism 
and white supremacy, and Searchlight 
regularly exposes their activities and the 
threats they pose to community 
cohesion and safety. However the 
argument put forward in these two 
articles is that the future danger may 
come from a new party that avoids the 
overt racism of the BNP (and its clear 
links in terms of history, personnel and 
ideology with neo-nazism) and which 
builds on the successful model of 
populist radical right parties in Europe 
and beyond. The English Defence 
League publicly identifies with many of 
these ideas but so far it has continued to 
function primarily as a street-based 
activist social movement rather than a 
political party seeking approval at the 
ballot box. 


The European influence 


A successful British far-right party would 
be following in the tradition established 
by a number of European counterparts 
including the French National Front, 
Party for Freedom in the Netherlands, 
The Danish People's Party, Flemish 
Interest in Belgium, the Swiss People's 
Party, the Swedish Democrats, the 
Norwegian Progress Party and the 
Northern League in Italy among others. 
These parties do differ based on the 
specifics of their national and regional 


16 | Searchlight | November 2011 


circumstances and traditions and there 
are a variety of economic, social and 
political emphases in their programmes 
but according to many academics and 
commentators they also share some 
common features. These are 
representative of a new type of political 
party described as populist radical right 
and whose ideology includes nativism, 
Islamophobia, the language of liberalism 
and populism. The article will examine 
each of these in turn and a subsequent 
piece will examine the prospects for a 
party adopting this approach in the UK. 


Nativism 


“Have every member of a non-Western 
minority sign a legally binding contract 
of assimilation." Geert Wilders, Leader 
of the Party for Freedom in The 
Netherlands 


Nativism is a term with its origins dating 
back to the 19th Century in America 
when US residents descended from the 
original colonists took exception to 
newer immigrants from Catholic Ireland 
(and subsequently German and Chinese 
immigrants). Their opposition was not 
racist in the way we understand it now 
but based on the belief that the Catholic 
immigrants would distort, erode or 
oppose existing cultural values and 
institutions which were seen as 
sacrosanct and unchanging. In essence 
then nativism is a nationalist anti- 
immigrant ideology that is based on 
culture and values rather than race. This 
is different from the traditional racism of 
fascist groups like the NF or BNP which 
is predicated on a supposed hierarchy of 
races (inspired by the Nazis) where the 
white race is assumed to be superior to 
other races. In nativist thinking, as 
academic Hans Georg-Betz has stated, 


Primo Levi, Italian Jewish Holocaust survivor who died 
in 1987 


“is a strong belief that different societies 
and cultures espouse entirely different 
values which are neither inferior nor 
superior but essentially 
incommensurable and incompatible with 
each other". Nativism is therefore a 
form of discrimination based on 
supposedly defending one's own culture 
rather than attacking other races. In this 
it shares something with the thinking of 
the French New Right (Nouvelle Droite) 
as developed by Alain de Benoist and 
others from the 1970s onward which 
similarly argues in favour of the 
‘difference between races’ rather than 
old-fashioned racial supremacy 
(although in practice this is just a more 
nuanced form of prejudice). The 
advantage of this approach for these 
parties is that a discourse of defending 
one's own culture and identity from 
something antithetical and ‘alien’ is 
perceived as more legitimate to the 
media and to the electorate than overt 
racism based on skin colour. For today's 
sophisticated exponents of this 
propaganda, the main target of their ire 
is Islam which they repeatedly claim is 
incompatible with Western liberal 
democratic values. 


Islamophobia 


“Stop pretending that Islam is a 
religion. Islam is a totalitarian ideology. 
In other words, the right to religious 


freedom should not apply to Islam." 
Geert Wilders 


Although anti-Muslim propaganda 
and activism has always been a feature 
of the contemporary extreme-right, it 
has developed considerably in 
importance in the past decade. This was 
arguably initiated in 1997 with the 
publication of Against the Islamisation 
of our Culture - Dutch Identity as a 
Fundamental Value by the Dutch 
maverick politician Pim Fortuyn. The 
book encapsulated many of the themes 
that would come to prominence in the 
rhetoric of the populist radical right — 
opposition to immigration and 
multiculturalism and a view that Islam in 
itself was a threat to core Western 
democratic values and even to socially 
liberal causes such as human rights, gay 
rights (Fortuyn was gay himself) and 
women's rights. Fortuyn himself said 
that his criticism of Islam was not about 
race but all about culture and religion. 
Fortuyn was assassinated in 2002 and 
his movement dissipated without his 
charismatic leadership but these ideas 
proved very influential on Wilders and 
more recently on the English Defence 
League among others. 


The Islamist terrorist attacks on 
America in 2001, Spain in 2004 and the 
UK in 2005 as well as the fallout from 
the ‘war on terror’ have obviously had a 
profound influence on inter-communal 
relations between Muslims and others in 
Europe and elsewhere. The ‘clash of 
civilizations’ thesis popularised by 
Samuel P Huntington which averred that 
there was an inevitable ‘war’ between 
an ‘imperialist’ Muslim world and the 
West, particularly Europe, has also 
become a central tenet in the febrile mix 
of Islamophobic tropes disseminated by 
the radical right. Although Huntington 
has now largely been discredited by the 
overwhelming majority of international 
relations scholars, a simplistic version of 
his thesis is still widely circulated and 
reinforces prejudices that Islam is a 
fundamentalist political religion which is 
mistakenly constructed as a fixed set of 
unwavering (and hostile) principles. The 
truth of course is that, unlike the 
stereotypes of the populist right, the 
Muslim world and its communities are 
complex and heterogeneous 
encompassing a variegated set of 
beliefs, traditions, values and attitudes. 


There are some other important 
aspects of the Islamophobic propaganda 
of the populist right that need to be 
discussed. Firstly, there is a consistent 
blurring of distinctions between Islam (a 
complex religion and belief system with 
many diverse traditions) and Islamism 
(the militant politicized Islam espoused 
by extremists). In this grossly offensive 
simplification, no distinction is made 
between the vast majority of law- 
abiding and moderate Muslims who 
have no truck with terrorism and the 
tiny minority of Islamic radicals who 
adopt violent means. In fact Muslim 
communities are often seen through this 
distorted prism as a ‘Trojan horse’ for 
Islamic extremism and there is a 
consistently unpleasant demonization of 
a supposed ‘enemy within’. 


Secondly there is an obsession with 
demographics, especially the idea that 
‘Europe is being Islamicized’ through the 
supposedly higher birthrates of Muslims 
in Europe. This piece of alarmist fantasy 
— that Muslims are ‘outbreeding’ white 
citizens leading to them becoming 
majorities in Western countries — has 
become a key rallying cry for a panoply 
of organisations from the fringes of the 
Conservative right, through the populist 
radical right to the avowedly neo-nazi 
movement. It became one of the core 
beliefs of the mythical ‘Eurabian’ idea 


which received wider exposure following 


the publication of Eurabia: The Euro- 
Arab Axis by Bat Ye-Or in 2005 and has 
since been disseminated by right-wing 
commentators in mainstream 
publications, by populist radical right 
parties and by extremist bloggers and 
activists. The advocates of the ‘Eurabian’ 
myth argue that Europe will become 
overwhelmingly Muslim within a 
particular time frame (that varies 
depending on which right wing 
version one reads) because of the 
confluence of immigration, the 
supposedly pernicious core of 

Islam, the connivance of elite 
politicians and the alleged 
‘demographic explosion’ caused by 
Muslim birthrates. In actual fact, most 
demographers concluded on looking at 
the evidence that the entire thesis did 
not stand up. This has not stopped the 
‘Eurabian’ myth being endlessly recycled 
by a variety of racists and by a number 
of Islamophobic blogs including Jihad 


Watch, Gates of Vienna and Atlas 
Shrugs among others. These blogs and 
the ‘Eurabian' mysth receive extensive 
coverage (as do many of the other 
trends discussed here) in the online 
manifesto published by Anders Behring 
Breivik, the Oslo extreme-right terrorist. 


Wearing liberalism's clothes 


“We need a European First Amendment 
to strengthen free speech” Geert 
Wilders 


One of the most striking features of the 
populist radical right is that it has tried 
to distance itself from accusations of 
right-wing extremism by dressing up its 
attacks on Muslims in the language of 
liberalism. Islamophobia is often 
couched in defending such liberal ideals 
as liberty, democracy identity, culture, 
freedom of speech and rights which 
again cloaks the bigotry in a veil of 
acceptable language. This has been 
described by one academic 
commentator as ‘the adoption of the 
language of liberalism for inherently 
anti-liberal agendas’. This anti-liberal 
agenda can be seen in the calls to 
forcibly assimilate Muslims, to ban all 


Geert Wilders 
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immigration from Muslim countries, to implement 
voluntary repatriation, stop any mosques being built, ban 
Islamic schools etc. Despite its appeal to universal human 
rights and values, and to freedom of speech, it is clear that 
for most of these parties, these rights would only be 
applied selectively. Similarly there have been concerted 
attempts by some parties to adopt positions that are 
supposedly pro-lsraeli/pro-Jewish, and in favour of gay 
rights, but in many cases this appeal to liberal values is just 
another excuse to take an anti-Muslim line. 


Populism 


“Get rid of the current weak leaders. We have the privilege 
of living in a democracy. Let's use that privilege and 
exchange cowards for heroes. We need more Churchills 
and less Chamberlains." Geert Wilders 


The final crucial ideological component is populism. This 
generally refers to the way in which far-right parties claim 
that the ruling elites are out of touch with ordinary people, 
the so-called ‘man in the street’. At present, levels of trust 
in politicians are at an all time low — especially in the UK — 
and so there is a large reservoir of support to be tapped 
into by taking an anti-establishment or anti-elitist 
viewpoint. In particular this anti-elitism often manifests 
itself in a conspiratorial discourse which claims that the 
mainstream governing parties are either, at best, not acting 
staunchly enough to defend the nation against the 
perceived threat from outside (be it Islam or the European 
Union etc) or, at worst, are actively engaged in a conscious 
plot to ‘impose multiculturalism’ and dilute cultural values 
through immigration. There is often a combining of 
nativism, Islamophobia and populism in campaigns such as 
those against the building of mosques or the banning of 
minarets. 


It is ironic however that some far-right parties make use 
of this anti-establishment rhetoric when, in several cases 
such as the Swiss People's Party or the Party for Freedom in 
The Netherlands they themselves have often been part of a 
ruling coalition. 


Conclusion - complexity and caution 


This overview has tried to give an account of the core 
aspects of the ideologies of these far-right populist parties 
across Europe. As mentioned above, there are still 
numerous distinctions in the social, political and economic 
programmes of these parties and space constraints prevent 
detailed granularity on this. Further consideration also 
needs to be given into how the electoral success of these 
parties has influenced the political debates and policies of 
the mainstream governing parties. 


The article has concentrated mainly on the public 
pronouncements of these parties (although it also tries to 
expose some of their shortcomings) but one needs to 
exercise some caution as it is well established that there is 
often a profound difference between the exoteric 
(outward) propaganda of these organisations and their 
esoteric (core) beliefs. Although | have concentrated on 
what is new and distinct about these parties and their 
ideology, there are also some deep continuities of history, 
personnel and organisation with more conventional 
extreme-right and even neo-nazi parties. To return to Primo 
Levi, radical right populism may be a ‘new fascism’ with a 
unique rhetoric and approach but its ultimate aims are still 
the same lust for power, prejudice and discrimination. 
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THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY of the formation of the 

International Brigades in October was commemorated in 

Spain by ten days of events in Madrid, Albacete and ' 
Barcelona. 


The highlight of the Madrid events was the inauguration of 
a memorial to the International Brigades at Madrid 
University (UCM). University City was the scene of fierce 
fighting during November 1936, in the first year of the 
Spanish Civil War, and it was where the first volunteers to 
be organised into an International Brigade, to be known as 
XI, took part. The volunteers included Brigader Sam Lesser, 
Chair of the International Brigade Memorial Trust until his 
death in 2010. 


A large crowd assembled at the site of the new memorial at 
midday on a sunny 22 October to hear the British Brigader 
and Cable Street veteran David Lomon speak on behalf of 
himself and the three other Brigaders who had made the 
journey to Madrid to honour their fallen comrades. There 
are now only 20 surviving International Brigaders 
worldwide. 


David Lomon's message, delivered with dignity and power 
despite his 93 years, recalled the courage of the Brigaders, 
who volunteered to come to Spain from across the world to 
fight shoulder to shoulder with the Spanish people against 
the fascist threat. But, he said, it was not enough just to 
remember; we must take forward their message into the 
future. “Today, more than ever, we say: ‘No Pasaran!'" As 
his final words rang out, the crowd erupted into sustained 
applause. 


Jose Carrillo, Rector of the University, spoke of the decision 
to site the memorial in the open, despite the obvious risks, 
so that its simple, clear message could be seen and 
discussed by all. 


But only 15 days later the forces of fascism and reaction 
sought to blot out that message by desecrating the 
memorial with the word “Asesinos” — murderers — daubed 
crudely across it in red paint, which was spattered and 
splashed over other parts of the memorial. 


In Britain, the Secretary of the International Brigade 
Memorial Trust took prompt action by writing to the 
Spanish Embassy in the UK, to express the outrage which 
members feel at the desecration of a memorial that 
commemorates the sacrifice of so many in the fight to 
preserve freedom and democracy in Spain. More than 520 
British and Irish Brigaders lie buried forever in Spanish soil 
as a result of that heroic struggle. 


The Spanish-based Friends of the International Brigades 
(AABI) have received many messages of solidarity and 
support since the news of the atrocity was made known. 


. and 15 days later 


The new memorial at its inauguration . . 


- International Brigade and Cable Street veteran David Lomon speaks at the inauguration of the Madrid memorial 
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Dale Farm - 
breaking the silence 


By David Landau 


YEAR AFTER YEAR FAMILIES ON GYPSY AND TRAVELLER 
sites are being evicted. Bailiffs specialising in such “clearances” 
brutally go into the sites, physically abusing the people, 
smashing up their property and moving them on. And if the 
people find a new site, then the bailiffs do it all over again. 
This has been going on with hardly anybody noticing or 
saying anything. 

In pubs around the country you see illegal signs saying 
“No Gypsies” or “No Travellers”. Gypsies and Travellers are 
obliged to keep their identity, culture and way of life a secret 
if they want to get and hold onto a job. Roma people from 
Eastern Europe are scapegoated like migrants in general are, 
but also like English Gypsies and Irish Travellers. | have heard 
a local councillor saying “they are all thieves, they urinate in 
the street”. Again there has largely been silence against this 
discrimination and persecution. 

The silence has been broken. Dale Farm threw the situation 
of Travellers and Gypsies onto the front pages of newspapers 
and our TV screens. The building of a solidarity movement, 
the growth of a determined resistance and the huge forces 
deployed by the state to overcome this resistance ensured 
that, this time at least, the eviction of Travellers was not 
hidden from view. Hopefully this will be a turning point. 

The oppression of Roma/Gypsy/Traveller people has run like 
a thread down the centuries. As the Roma people travelled 
through Asia and Europe they were generally shunned as not 
belonging and so not to be trusted, always strangers in a 
strange land. During some periods of history they were even 
hanged for being Roma. Irish Travellers in Britain have 
experienced similar ostracisation over a long period. 

The situation of Roma and Gypsy people reached a nadir in 
the Holocaust when they were nearly wiped out on mainland 
Europe. There are various estimates of how many people were 
killed in this strand of the Nazi genocide — between half a 
million and a million. They are the forgotten victims of the 
Holocaust and have suffered state repression since, being 
subject to forced sterilisation in some countries. Today, the 
fascist Jobbik Party in Hungary agitates against Gypsies and 
there have been pogroms against Roma settlements, in which 
they have been set alight and people shot while fleeing. 

Roma people going to Italy and France to get away from 
the violent attacks in Eastern Europe have faced a fierce 
crackdown from the state too. 


Evicted from their own land 

In 1994 the Government removed the obligation of local 
authorities to provide sites for Gypsies and Travellers. It 
promoted the idea that Gypsies and Travellers should buy their 
own land instead. This was a cruel trick. People made huge 
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efforts to raise money to buy land only to find that they could 
not get planning permission to live on that land. In the main 
when they applied for planning permission the prejudices of 
the settled people generated a pile of objections. An estimated 
80-90% of these applications have been refused over the 
years. The consequence was Gypsies and Travellers living on 
the land “illegally” and being subject to eviction from their 
own land. 

The story of Dale Farm is an example of this. The first 
Travellers to arrive were successful in getting planning 
permission but people who came later and bought the adjoining 
scrapyard encountered opposition. So Dale Farm ended up 
divided into an authorised site and an unauthorised site. 

The legal excuse for refusing permission, and ultimately for 
the eviction, is that it is green belt land. Who has ever heard of 
a green belt scrapyard? Basildon Council argues that the 
scrapyard itself was in breach of planning laws and was going 
to take action against it. But recently the man who used to 
own the scrapyard claimed that the council itself laid some of 
the concreted area to accommodate its tow-away vehicles! 

Basildon Council put aside £18 million pounds for this 
eviction at a time of austerity and cuts. It will cost far more 
overall. It has no plans for the future of the site and the 
eviction left nearly 500 people without a home. For what? 

The green belt argument was an excuse. It was all about 
prejudice and racism — councillors’ own prejudice, pandering 
and encouraging prejudice among their constituents and the 
fears of the people who live near to Dale Farm, with their very 
large houses and grounds patrolled by dangerous dogs, of 
falling property prices. The raw power of racism over reason is 
plain for everyone to see. 


Solidarity 
On one level the battle of Dale Farm was lost. Despite the 
campaigning and the resistance the eviction went ahead. But it 
has opened up the opportunity for a deeper and broader 
solidarity movement. The Traveller Solidarity Network was 
launched on 5 November, but the anti-racist, anti-fascist and 
trade union movements have not paid much attention to the 
situation facing Roma, Gypsy and Traveller people. Dale Farm 
should be a wake up call. 

There has been some important movement. Trades councils 
in Cambridge, Oxford and Harlow and the South East Region 


Statement from 
the Traveller 
Solidarity Network 


AT THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE Traveller Solidarity 
Network on Saturday 5 November, supporters and 
Travellers who came together to resist the eviction of Dale 
Farm committed to action for the rights of Travellers across 
the UK. The new network, made up of travelling and 
settled people working together, will fight the systemic 
discrimination face-d by Travellers. As the Traveller 
Solidarity Network, we believe in freedom of movement 
and the right to stay. Everyone has a right to a home, and 
therefore we will resist eviction, and all forms of 
discrimination against Travellers. 

We are part of the anti-fascist movement and the wider 
struggle against racism. There are many other organisations 
and networks with similar goals: we are not trying to 
duplicate or replace them. We have and will continue to 
work with these groups. Education of ourselves and others 
is a central aspect of the work we are doing. 

We use direct action as a central tactic, and we work with 
and support a diversity of tactics. We are committed to the 
principles of mutual aid and solidarity, and seek to be 
Traveller-led in the decisions we make. 

You can sign up to the Traveller Solidarity 

Network email list at 
https://lists.aktivix.org/mailman/listinfo/tsn 

For more information see: 
http://www.facebook.com/groups/124229427082/ 
http://dalefarm.wordpress.com/ 


of the TUC (Sertuc) have declared their support for the Dale 
Farm residents. There were trade union banners on the 
solidarity march on 10 September and Megan Dobney of 
Sertuc spoke at the rally as did Weyman Bennett who spoke 
for Unite Against Fascism. Bishops lent their support and there 
were two days of Jewish solidarity. 

But that is just a beginning. The brave resistance to the 
eviction was largely down to young people. Trade unionists 
and anti-fascists need to turn out at these evictions and say 
“They Shall Not Pass" as we have against fascist marches. 


Residents injured 


UP TO TEN FAMILIES moved back onto Dale Farm in 
breach of a court injunction banning occupation of the 
site. Basildon Council said the reoccupation of the land, 
days after completion of the eviction, was “unacceptable” 
but the Travellers said they had nowhere else to go. 

On the legal part of Dale Farm two residents were 
seriously injured after the council left the area in a mess. 
Nora Flynn was walking on the pathway when it gave 
way beneath her. Paramedics struggled to rescue her 
because roads accessing the site have been dug up. She 
was admitted to hospital for neck and back injuries. 
Patrick Egan, whose house has planning permission at 
the site, fell down a trench breaking his leg while 
checking the damage to his property, which has cracked 
walls, no electricity and a broken septic tank. 

The injuries came as complaints have continued to 
mount over the cutting of electricity, streetlights and 
other amenities to legal plots. 

Ali Stephens of the Travellers Support Network, said, 
“Basildon Council's £18 million pound plan for the site 
does not appear to include any health and safety 
concerns for the remaining residents. Why are 
excavations not fenced off and lit at night? Why is 
there not a safe distance between ongoing work on 

the site and people's homes and access to them? Is 
Basildon Council biased against travellers, or is it just 
plain negligence?” 

He added, “Life for the remaining residents of Dale 
Farm is bleak. Their formerly vibrant community has 
been turned into apocalyptic scenes of rubble, broken 
pipes, rubbish and stinking raw sewage. It's shocking.” 
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By Pat Kean 


AFTER YEARS OF HEAVY INVESTMENT, 
the English Premier League has achieved 
much of what it aimed for. Gone are the 
unsightly scenes of running battles in 
the terraces, bananas hurled onto the 
pitch and crying children. In their place 
are shiny new stadia, and with them a 
new clientele: one that is lured by the 
familiar logos on glossy advertising 
boards, pre-match “entertainment” on 
screens bigger than in a cinema, and 
three-course meals to prepare one's 
palate for the big match. In order to sell 
the brand to the world's best footballing 
talents, and convince them that the 
weather here “isn't that bad”, they've 
also created an atmosphere where they 
would be welcomed and not abused. 

As Britain changed, and economic 
woes were less than usual for most 
people, Labour put in place much 
legislation around racial discrimination 
which made racism, as we knew it, less 
acceptable in the public eye. Black 
players were part of the vast array of 
foreign talent that entered the teams, 
and many reached cult status in their 
clubs — Thierry Henry, Lucas Radebe, 
Claude Makalele, Dwight Yorke, to 
name but a few. 

Football's crowds in the top flight had 
become fashionable and wealthier, more 
resembling a rugby crowd than the 
terraces of the 1980s, and as more FTSE 
companies bought executive packages, 
the less getting boozed up and yelling 
abuse became the order of the day. 
Throw in the huge security operations 
and deservedly harsh banning orders 
and criminal prosecutions for any racially 
motivated offence and behaviour was 
changing from Portsmouth to Newcastle, 
and from West Ham to Liverpool. 

But to think of racism and bigotry in 
the narrow confines of abuse of a black 
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player by supporters while on the pitch 
is to ignore the complex situation 
whereby football terraces reflect what is 
acceptable in English and Welsh society 
today. 

Racial abuse of black players and 
officials is still found, but more often by 
use of stereotypes which are perceived 
by those around the offender to be 
“funny”. Black people still find that 
although they may not face direct verbal 
discrimination in the UK today, they are 
still disadvantaged in job opportunities, 
as they suffer from deep seated 
stereotypes of being work shy or 
unintelligent. Compare the proportion of 
black players in English and Welsh 
football with the number that have gone 
on to manage a professional club, and it 
becomes worryingly apparent. 

Homophobic abuse is still so 
commonplace it is beyond a joke, but 
once again as the targeted player is not 
actually gay, it is seen as an acceptable 
use of banter to get one over the 
opposition. Shouts of “get up ya poof", 
“gayboy", “faggot” are readily offered 
up, with little or no shame as if it is 
perfectly normal. | would imagine that 
few of the repugnant Spurs supporters 
who subjected Sol Campbell to their 
sickening abuse are even aware of the 
homophobic slant that the inclusion 
of “HIV” gave to their “banterish” 
chants. Today there is still not one 
single professional footballer in all four 
leagues who has come out as gay. 

This speaks more than any other statistic 
or story. 

Regular chants alleging a player from 
a Muslim country is a terrorist are 
similarly seen as both funny and 
acceptable. For example the Egyptian 
Mido was the victim of a rise in anti- 
Muslim sentiment after the London 
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bombings of July 2005, when his 
mother was alleged, in one song, to be a 
terrorist. 

The last bastion of acceptable racism is 
reserved for the Romany Gypsy Traveller 
(RGT) community. Whether it be any 
player — from the offender's own or the 
opposing team — the opposition fans, or 
even your friend for not buying the half 
time round of teas, or wearing last 
season's shirt, all seem to be worthy of 
the “Pikey” label, or enquiries about 
where their caravan is. Negative 
connotations linked to the Roma and 
Traveller communities are prevalent right 
across football at all levels, the reported 
chants of England fans at an away 
match in Bulgaria in September being a 
recent example. 

Whilst many of the above high profile 
examples are highlighted in the media 
and in some cases prosecuted, mass 
abuse perpetuated by many is thankfully 
not often seen in the Premier League. 
The fashionableness of football has even 
crept down to the Championship and 
lower levels, where attendances and 
ticket prices over the past decade have 
rocketed. The gentrification of a large 
part of the support has kept the racists 
and bigots at bay, which is why we no 
longer see bananas or monkey chants 
raining down from the terraces, like one 
still does in other parts of Europe. 
Exposure to the issue of abuse of black 
players has served to educate many, 
through players becoming idols, FA 
campaigns, press reporting and 
punishments the professional class can ill 
afford. 

However the further down the 
leagues you go, the more abuse there is. 
As the demand for tickets drops, tickets 
become more affordable and accessible, 
and media reporting of incidents is much 


less likely. Add in the more community 
feel, with more fans likely to know each 
other, especially in the non league 
environs, and suddenly the air of 
acceptability becomes much easier to 
breathe. There are far fewer or no 
stewards, very few police and little or no 
CCTV to prosecute an offender. People 
are neither prepared to report someone 
they may know nor to challenge them 
personally in the absence of a person in 
authority. All of a sudden the guy from 
two roads away who is screaming 
homophobic abuse at the ref and calling 
the away team’s right back a “f***ing 
Pikey bastard" becomes the comical 
village joker for all to laugh at. And the 
more he is laughed at, the more he 
revels in his role. 

The problem even plays out on park 
football pitches. | have played for many 
clubs in my area, and in predominantly 
white teams. We have regularly come 
up against opposition of multicultural 
backgrounds, but very rarely have | 
heard comments made to opponents, as 
it is known it is not acceptable and 
would be met with outrage and mot 
likely censure. But where fellow team 
mates, and worse managers, have 
thought it acceptable is back in your 
own changing room. Again, the 
negative jibes have not regularly been 
targeted at black opponents, which we 
have commonly faced, but more along 
the “terrorist” line for anyone who looks 
vaguely Middle Eastern. And again the 
old anti RGT slurs against, well, anyone. 

Where there is acceptability, racist, 
homophobic or sectarian abuse runs 
free. Football hooligans (and Searchlight 
readers will not need to be told of their 
part in the Oldham riots, or in the 
English Defence League today) will not 
only be punished, but also be booed 


and jeered by their fellow supporters for 
ruining their afternoon if they have a 
punch up in the stands or invade the 
pitch. But a bit of homophobic or racist 
chanting aimed at a player and everyone 
will join in as no one would dare 
challenge them, and “it's only banter 
after all". 

A professional player wouldn't dare 
make even the slightest anti-black 
statement in public or in his own 
changing room for fear of the backlash, 
but as in the alleged cases of Louis 
Suarez and John Terry recently, where it 
cannot be conclusively proven in a “yes 
he did", “oh no | didn't" farce, their 
respective clubs have come out in full 
support of their players, with not a 
mention of an immediate internal 
investigation, threatening harsh 
sanctions on their players if found guilty. 

Similarly | have yet to see 
condemnation from any Glasgow 
Rangers supporters’ group for the 11- 
year-long vile sectarian abuse of Neil 
Lennon. Perhaps | am not looking hard 
enough, but should | really have to? The 


chants from around Ibrox by thousands 
of supporters gleefully asking, “what's it 
like to live in fear?” once again show 
that where it is acceptable and therefore 
goes unchallenged, the abuse ratchets 
up a notch to a point at which bombs 
and bullets in the post become 
“banter”. 

Cheered on by our tabloids (see 
coverage of Dale Farm in The Sun and 
the Daily Mail, or the Daily Record's 
recent apology to Neil Lennon) today’s 
bigots single out whomever is the most 
fragile and weak in society as identified 
by the tabloids and the wider media. 
Next time you go to a football match, 
ask yourself: yes, thankfully my black 
friend is able to come along and feel a 
lot more safe and comfortable than 20 
years ago, but would my gay, Traveller 
and Muslim friends like to join us next 
time? My present experience tells me no 
matter at what level they attend, they 
will be as terrified of the abuse as | am 
horrified, and they certainly will not feel 
itis an inclusive and welcoming 
atmosphere on a leisurely afternoon. 


Footballers racist iwitter, jibe 
A Worcester City player is facing an internal club investigation over orients 


he posted on Twitter likening killing illegal immigrants to a video game. Lee 
Smith said it was just “banter” and denied he was a racist or a fascist. 


On 11 November, Armistice Day, he posted: “Respect to all the heroes _ 
11/11/11 now to all the illegal *****, **** off out of are country all callof 
duty could become a reality — kill um". Smith, 28, deleted the post afterbeing 
contacted by the Worcester News and ae since ee saying he eos - 4 


_ mean any offence. 


Asked whether he was serious about killing immigrants, he said not 


Worcester City competes i in the Conference North league. 
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Occupy Wall Street faces danger from Tea Parties 
By Leonard Zeskind and Devin Burghart 


FOR THE PAST TWO+ YEARS, 
the Tea Party movement has 
had a death grip on the 
American political discourse. 
The Tea Parties strangled any 
move towards an equitable 
system of single-payer health 
care. They dominated the 
November 2010 
congressional elections. They 
came within a hair's breadth 
of driving the United States 
itself into insolvency. And 
they have picked up and 
carried forward the energy 
and discourse of older anti- 
immigrant and Christian right 
movements. Now, like a new 
morning sun, the Occupy 
Wall Street movement has 
broken the gray haze of the 
Tea Parties’ monopoly over 
the public square. 

The Occupy Wall Street 
movement started out as a 
subcultural event in New York 
and without a big-time 
conference or any so-called 
marketing strategy. Its first 
growth came through the use 
of social media and the 
internet. It picked up the 
endorsement of the trade 
unions. It spread to other big 
cities such Chicago and Los 
Angeles, and then to the 
smaller cities and towns. 
Occupy events vary 
according to the city they 
occur in. In New York, where 
the movement is strongest, 
hundreds were arrested while 
trying to march across the 
Brooklyn bridge, they 
attracted thousands of trade 
unionists to demonstrate in 
downtown Manhattan, and 
they have stood down the 
threat of eviction. In Seattle, 
some individuals are trying to 
introduce an anti-racist 
perspective. In Chicago, a 
recent Occupy march and 
rally attracted about 7,000 


people — a large percentage 
of them young and black or 
Latino. In Atlanta, 
Congressman John Lewis, a 
civil rights legend who 
endured multiple beatings in 
the 1960s, was denied a 
chance to speak by Occupy 
Atlanta organisers. 

The Tea Party leadership 
has reacted with 
characteristic malice towards 
this challenge to their 
monopoly over political 
discourse. Tea Party Patriots 
chairman Mark Meckler said, 
“We have nothing in 
common with them other 
than we are all American 
citizens," according to The 
Daily Caller. (At least 
Meckler didn't ask the 
Occupiers for a copy of their 
long form birth certificate.) 
Similarly, Tea Party Nation 
boss Judson Phillips opined 
that, “The ultimate goal of 
the Tea Party is a reduction in 
the size of government and a 
return to constitutional 
bounds. The goal of these 
people is ultimately a socialist 
revolution." Eric Odom, one 
of the original instigators of 
the Tea Party movement who 
now has a perch at Patriot 
Action Network and its 
Liberty Network News, wrote 
that Occupy Wall Street is “a 
front for a dastardly agenda 
plotted by radical globalists". 

In Portland, Oregon, Tea 
Partiers decried the mayor's 
apparent support for the 
Occupy movement — which 
the Tea Parties dubbed 
“Operation Flea Bath” 
because of its supposed 
unwashed and unvarnished 
character. In St Louis, Tea 
Partiers first lambasted the 
Occupiers, then pretended to 
be their friend. In Michigan 
and Ohio, FedUp USA, one 
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of the original instigators of 
the Tea Party movement, is 
also trying to court the 
Occupiers, despite FedUp's 
longstanding anti-union ties. 
In spots across the country, 
some local Tea Partiers are 
attending the Occupy events, 
and trying to siphon energy 
and people off towards the 
political right. The followers 
of Congressman Ron Paul, in 
particular, are now peppered 
throughout the Occupy 
movement. Indeed, the 
website Ron Paul Forums 
took a poll of its readers, 
asking: “Do you think the Tea 
Parties should support 
Occupy Wall Street?” The 
results: Yes 57%, no 43%. 
Ron Paul, who was first 
elected to congress from 
Texas in 1976, has been a 
long-time pillar of the 
disreputable sections of the 
conservative movement. The 
Spotlight, the house organ of 
the now-gone antisemitic and 
racist corporate conglomerate 
Liberty Lobby, regularly 
reprinted Paul's columns. And 
Paul maintained a long-time 
friendship with the John Birch 
Society. Paul gave the 
keynote to the Birchers’ 50th 
anniversary celebration in 
2008, and congratulated the 
organisation for its 
presumptive success over the 
years. This was not a one-off 
occurrence, as Paul has 
spoken at more than one 
Birch event, lending whatever 
credibility he has to an 
organisation that has 
opposed every piece of civil 
rights legislation that has 
been introduced. Paul is 
opposed to abortion rights 
for women. In the name of 
states’ right, he favours 
rescinding the 17th 
Amendment, which 


expanded voting rights and 
guaranteed direct election of 
United States Senators. 

As such the Ron Paul 
followers present a danger to 
the Occupy movement, if 
they can successfully use it as 
a recruiting ground. They are 
sometimes identifiable in the 
Occupy protests because 
they carry “End the Fed” 
signs. The “Fed" in this case 
is the Federal Reserve, the 
banking system established 
during the Woodrow Wilson 
presidency that manages the 
banks' system of credit and 
money supply. There is much 
to criticise in the Federal 
Reserve, and a case could be 
made for ending the way the 
central bank operates. But 
the answer to the problems it 
has created is definitely not 
to put the country on the 
gold standard, as Paul 
advocates. Reverting to the 
gold standard would only 
enhance the power of 
creditors (banks) over debtors 
(the rest of us). 

The Federal Reserve has 
been a favourite target of 
neo-Nazis, militiamen, and 
antisemites of all stripes for 
decades. Often opposition to 
the Fed includes a rant 
against the so-called 
international banking 
conspiracy that supposedly 
established it. And there 
seem to be a number of 
antisemites among the 
followers of Ron Paul. Other 
followers are just young and 
or politically naive. 

Alex Jones is another bigot 
trying to get his hand inside 
the Occupy movement. 
According to his website, 
Infowars: “Well meaning 
protestors who have joined 
the Occupy Wall Street 
effort, including in solidarity 


Followers of Congressman Ron Paul are trying to turn the Occupy movement towards a right-wing agenda. Photos: IREHR 


activities in cities everywhere, 
need to be educated about 
the power held by this 
insidious institution.” What 
institution? Again, the 
Federal Reserve. 

Jones peddles conspiracy 
theories from an Austin, 
Texas based radio talk show. 
In addition to believing that 
the 11 September 2001 
attacks were part of a 
government plot, he 
contends that “there was 
government involvement 
with the Oklahoma City 
bombing". As such. he is a 
popular voice in militia 
circles. He also indulges 
himself periodically with 
racist, antisemitic and 
nativist rants. 

During a radio broadcast 
on 24 November 2008, he 
claimed, “every key person in 
the Bush administration and 
now in this next 
administration just so happen 
to be the sons and daughters 
of the founders of Israel and 
Mossad chiefs and people, 
and they're openly not even 
US citizens, and they openly 
are at the head of the table in 
anti-gun operations in the 


US, and I'm sick of it ... This 
nation is now completely and 
totally under international 
crime syndicate control, a 
consortium of wicked robber 
barons, black nobility — that is 
the old royal families of 
Europe, intermarried and 
interbred with the Rothschilds 
and the Rockefellers.” 

Jones's websites 
InfoWars.com and 
PrisonPlanet.com also feature 
an abundance of antisemites. 
One poster claimed, “the 
Jewish holocaust [sic] was 
engineered to induce Jews to 
build Israel, intended as the 
capital of the New World 
Order". Of Holocaust denier 
Ernst Ziindel, who was 
arrested in Canada and 
deported back to Germany, 
the same PrisonPlanet poster 
wrote: “Zundel's only crime is 
to question the Zionist 
version of the holocaust. 
What are the Zionists so 
afraid of? Why do they wield 
so much power?” 

Jones has also asserted that 
undocumented immigrants 
from Mexico are driven by 
the goal of killing all white 
people: “You'd better go read 


their literature. You'd better 
go find out what they're 
saying. They're saying as 
soon as they can they're 
gonna kill every white 
person in this country." 

On his radio programme he 
declared, “Mexicans want to 
destroy America. I'm talking 
about the illegal alien 
Mexicans, they hate this 
country with an absolute 
passion ..." 

The politics of Paul and 
Jones is a long way from the 
“We are the 99%" banner of 
the Occupy Wall Street 
movement. Some of the 
Occupiers believe that they 
will ultimately be the ones 
who swallow the Ron 
Paulsters, rather than the 
other way around. Others 
adopt a strictly hands-off 
attitude and believe that 
anyone is welcome to the 
Occupy protests, as long as 
they follow the rules of 
procedure and non-violence. 
And a smaller group of 
dedicated anti-racists are 
trying to build an Occupy 
movement that is free of 
racism and bigotry across the 
board. But the end result 


cannot be known in advance. 

A warning does exist in the 
past, however. During the 
economic crisis that swept 
through the rural Midwest in 
the 1980s, a significant sector 
of the family farmers’ 
movement was grabbed by 
antisemites. Like the 
Paulsters, they railed against 
the Federal Reserve Bank, 
which had driven interest 
rates higher than many could 
pay. But they chased the so- 
called international banking 
conspiracy and destroyed the 
effectiveness of the American 
Agriculture Movement in 
several states. It took an 
intensive campaign to limit 
the political footprint of the 
antisemites and racists, and 
build a sustainable farmers’ 
movement. 

Occupy Wall Street is in its 
infancy. It has done much 
very quickly to draw 
attention to growing income 
and wealth disparities, and to 
the way the economic crisis 
has hurt most Americans. 
Nevertheless, the danger 
from the followers of Paul 
and Jones is real, and must be 
circumscribed. 
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GERMANY 


Nazi terror and state collusion 


By Gerry Gable 


GERMANY HAS BEEN SHOCKED BY THE REVELATION THAT 
a nazi terror cell that called itself the National Socialist 
Underground (NSU) carried out at least ten assassinations over 
13 years without being stopped by the police or secret service. 
Two men and one woman killed eight Turkish people, a Greek 
and a police woman during 13 years in which they were on 
the run after a bomb-making factory was discovered in 1998 
in a garage rented by the woman in Jena, eastern Germany. 

As if that were not bad enough, the Hessen branch of the 
domestic intelligence service, the Verfassungsschutz, admitted 
that one of its agents was present in April 2006 when two 
members of the NSU shot dead a 21-year-old Turkish man in 
an internet café. The agent had openly far-right views and was 
known in the village where he grew up as “Little Adolf". When 
police raided his flat after the murder they found extracts from 
Hitler's Mein Kampf. There are unconfirmed reports that the 
agent was present at three or more other nazi murder scenes. 

The nazi cell was discovered when the two men, Uwe 
Mundlos and Uwe Boéhnhardt, were found dead on 4 
November in a rented camper van following a bank robbery 
that went wrong. A post mortem revealed that the older man 
killed the other by shooting him in the forehead, then put the 
gun in his own mouth and pulled the trigger, in an alleged 
suicide pact. 

The woman, Beate Zschape, 36, handed herself in to the 
police in Jena after allegedly setting fire to the house she 
shared with the two men in Zwickau, Saxony, a town near the 
Czech border. She has been charged with founding a terrorist 
organisation and arson. 

Investigators only linked them to the series of unsolved 
crimes after searching their home and vehicles and finding the 


The camper van in which the two dead men were found 
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guns used in the nine killings of shopkeepers and food vendors 
from 2000 to 2006 and the police woman in Heilbronn in 
2007. At the time the police blamed many of the murders on 
a supposed Turkish gang war. 

The police also found what looked like a hitlist of 88 
possible targets including two prominent members of the 
Bundestag and representatives of Turkish and Islamic groups. 
The number 88 has significance among nazis as it corresponds 
in the alphabet to HH, standing for Heil Hitler. There was also 
a DVD in which the two dead men boasted of their crimes 
and threatened more killings. 

As well as the murders, the nazis are suspected of at least 
14 bank robberies and two nail bomb attacks. The police are 
looking at all unsolved crimes since 1998 that might have had 
xenophobic motives. There have been three other arrests and 
federal prosecutors are investigating whether the NSU has 
other members. Police believe at least 20 people helped the 
three core members of the NSU between 1998 and 2011. 

A resolution passed by the Bundestag on 22 November 
called for “a thorough investigation into the links between 
the murders and the rightwing extremist milieu from which 
they emerged". A week previously the Christian Democratic 
Union, the largest party in the governing coalition, voted at its 
party conference for a ban on the German Democratic Party 
(NPD), Germany's largest nazi party, which contests elections. 

The revelations so far are not so surprising for those who 
have monitored the often murderous antics of organisations 
such as Gladio, the Cold War network across Europe set up by 
Nato as a “stay-behind" force intended, on paper, only to 
operate in the event that the Soviet Union and its Communist 
allies struck against the West. 

Gladio recruited former military personnel, often ex-special 
forces, sometimes with the cooperation of national security 
services and, in some places at least, financed by the CIA. 

Searchlight and others revealed that Gladio was not content 
to wait for any Soviet move but worked to its own agenda, 
building relationships with existing far-right organisations and 
creating its own, such as Column 88 in Britain. In Italy Gladio 
made efforts to advance the destabilisation of society with a 
series of bombings over many years to launch the “strategy of 
tension", working with the fascist Armed Revolutionary Nuclei, 
led by Roberto Fiore, the friend and former mentor of the British 
National Party leader Nick Griffin. Italy had a strong Communist 
party at the time and Gladio tried to shift Italy to the right. 

In Belgium shoppers in supermarkets were gunned down by 
men described at the time as being part of leftwing terrorist 
cells. They turned out to be serving or former police officers. 

The British section ran training camps for young, potentially 
fanatical members of the extremist British Movement and 


discussed pre-emptive strikes against members of the TUC 
and a wide range of people covering all shades of the left 
including MPs. 

Most people thought that Gladio and its associates had 
melted away with the end of the Cold War but it seems it, 
or a successor organisation, has lived on at least in Germany. 
The NSU robbed banks to finance its activities and killed 
members of ethnic minority communities, with the suspected 
collusion of an intelligence service agent whose extreme 
political views were known but apparently ignored. These 
features fit the bill for a Gladio-style operation. 

A question remains over why the NSU killed the police 
woman, Michele Kiesewetter. Had she discovered something 
or was she intended to look like another alleged victim of aa 
non-existent Turkish gang war? Or was she connected with 
the far right herself? It appears that her father tried to rent a 
bar in the eastern German state of Thiiringen that was used by 
nazis for meetings. A chef employed at the bar had the same 
surname, Zschape, as the female NSU member. 

Another question is why Zschape handed herself in. Was she 
worried that she might otherwise be found in a burning car 
with a bullet in her head, as happened in Italy after the nazi 
Bologna bombing in 1980, when far-right exiles were tempted 
to return home, only to be deemed unreliable and killed in 
cold blood by special police units. At the time Searchlight went 
to press, she had not told the police anything. 

One of the excuses given for the authorities’ apparent 
inability to stop the NSU is that it operated in the former 


Beate Zschape, who handed herself in Uwe Béhnhardt and Uwe Mundlos 


to police 


communist East Germany. But the intelligence service agent 
linked with the cell was based in Hessen in western Germany. 
That may be where investigators may find answers to the many 
questions they should have about the NSU's operations. One 
line of investigation might be a man named Schinko, who is the 
running boy for the long-time German nazi and convicted 
criminal Manfred Roeder. Both of them are based in Hessen. 

Roeder has for many years maintained a relationship with 
British nazis including the veteran Richard Edmonds, who 
recently rejoined the National Front without leaving the BNP, 
where he was for a while on Griffin's national advisory 
committee. 

British nazis have often travelled to Europe and the USA 
to link up with likeminded people, as Searchlight has often 
reported. It is not impossible that some have had contact 
with the NSU. 

Germany's Prime Minister Angela Merkel described the 
NSU's crimes as “something inconceivable" and a “disgrace 
and mortifying for Germany", promising to “do everything we 
can to get to the bottom of this". She could start by sacking 
some of her senior intelligence officers and brining some of 
them before the courts for this murderous collusion. 


Readers can follow developments in Der Spiegel’s English 
website, www.spiegel.de/international, which has some 
of the best coverage of this story. The Huffington Post 
(www.huffingtonpost.com) and Bloomberg 
(www.bloomberg.com) are also useful sources. 
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Guns found at the NSU cell's burnt out 
house in Zwickau 
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RUSSIA 


Zhirinovsky's nationalists 
set to make gains 


By Andreas Umland and Anton Shekhovtsov 


THREE OR FOUR PARTIES ARE 
expected to pass the 7% electoral 
threshold in the December 2011 
election dto the Russian State Duma, 
according to the recent polls. They 
are United Russia, the Communist 
Party of the Russian Federation, the 
Liberal-Democratic Party of Russia 
(LDPR) and Just Russia. 

The opinion polls suggest the 
outspokenly nationalist LDPR could 
receive more than 10% of the votes. 
This may return the party to its 
previous status of Russia's “third force” 
—a political image that its leader 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky had already 
promoted in the 1990s. The 
flamboyant party leader recently 
claimed that the LDPR would gain 
25% or even 30% of the vote in 
December, provided that the 
election is free and fair. 

Whether the Russian 
parliamentary election will meet 
democratic standards is indeed 
unclear. The previous State Duma 
election in 2007 was classified as 
unfair by the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
and the Council of Europe. 
Nevertheless, Zhirinovsky’s optimistic 
assessment of his party’s electoral 
potential is clearly unrealistic. 

The LDPR’s base of electoral support 
is located in small and medium-sized 
towns throughout Russia's provinces, 
not least in the Far East. It consists 
above all of young and middle-aged 
men with secondary education and 
lower to lower-middle class 
background. The party's ideological 
“winning formula’ has been a mixture 
of extremely populist rhetoric, 
increasingly open criticism of the “party 
of power” (Vladimir Putin’s United 
Russia), rabid anti-Americanism, 
inflammatory hate speech, anti- 


28 | Searchlight | November 2011 


Southern racism, and 
Russian nationalism. 

Zhirinovsky claims 
that the LDPR would 
implement some 
political and economic 
changes immediately 
were it to take power. In 
particular, Russia would 
seek closer economic 
and political integration 
within the “Slavic world”, 
especially with Ukraine 
and Belarus, and 
integrate all former 
Soviet republics on the 
basis of a renewed economic and 
political union. The LDPR proposes 
the expulsion of the USA from the 
United Nations Security Council and 
to establish, within the UN, an 
international commission that would 
control the issue of US dollars by the 
Federal Reserve System. 

Nevertheless, the LDPR’s anti- 
Westernism is only of secondary 
importance. At least, opposition to 
the West is not at the core of 


Zhirinovsky’s own worldview which is,, 


instead, focused on “the South” and 
“the Southerners”. The LDPR leader 
sees the Russian nation as part of the 
world’s northern hemisphere rather 
than principally opposed to the West. 
While Zhirinovsky still seems 
obsessed with “the South’, he has 
more recently reformulated his public 
political agenda in more traditionally 
nationalist terms. The party’s slogans 
for the coming election are “LDPR — 
For the Russians!” and “Tougher Look, 
Russians!” The latter is also the title of 
a short pamphlet published in August 
2011 that debunks a presumed 
Western myth that Russians are 
“idlers and dipsomaniacs who obey 
various rascals without a grumble or 


Vladimir Zhirinovsky looks forward to his party becoming Russia's “third force” 
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incite senseless and bloody riots.” 
Quite the opposite, the pamphlet 
argues, the Russians “have created a 
great state, great science and culture”. 

In general, the so-called “Russian 
question” has become the main focus 
of the LDPR’s electoral campaign. 
Although the party states that it 
defends the rights and interests of all 
the peoples of the Federation, the 
Russians are elevated as the state- 
forming nation. The LDPR’s main task 
is “the defence of the Russian people”, 
because “if they get up off their knees, 
it will be good for everyone, as the 
Russians will help all other peoples 
in the country, because the Russians 
are the kindest nation”. 

In spite of Zhirinovsky’s half-Jewish 
family background, the LDPR also 
aims to attract antisemitic voters. 
Following the terrorist attacks in 
Norway in July 2011, an article 
published by the analytical 
department of the party on its website 
unequivocally suggested that the 
confessed terrorist Anders Breivik 
“belonged to a new creed of 
nationalists cultivated in the 
laboratories of Mossad’, Israel’s 
national intelligence agency. The 


motivation behind Breivik’s actions, 
according to the LDPR, was the 
allegedly pro-Palestinian attitudes 
of those whom he killed. 

Recently, the LDPR’s years of 
Russocentric propaganda have 
reduced its years-long isolation 
within the Russian ultra-nationalist 
spectrum and led to a rapprochement 
with the extra-parliamentary extreme 
right. In May 2011, for instance, the 
party organised a roundtable 
discussion that addressed “the 
Russian question” and was held in 
the LDPR’s office in the State Duma. 
A number of well-known leaders of 
Russian ultra-nationalist groups were 
invited to this roundtable. Among 
them were: Georgiy Borovikov of the 
antisemitic “Pamyat” group; Dmitry 
Demushkin of the now banned Slavic 
Union — National Socialist Movement; 
Aleksandr Belov, the founder and 
former leader of the also banned 
Movement against Illegal Immigration 
(DPNJD); and Aleksandr Sevastyanov, 
co-founder and former leader of the 
National Sovereignty Party of Russia. 

The LDPR’s interactions with the 
lunatic fringe has, at times, even 
included direct cooperation with 
openly neo-fascist individuals. 

For example, since 2004, Dmitry 
Rumyantsev, founder of the 
National Socialist Society, has been 
an assistant of Sergey Ivanov, an 
LDPR member of the State Duma. 
Rumyantsev is a convicted racist. 

In 2008, he was given a one-year 
suspended sentence for hate speech 
while six members of his former 
organisation were recently sentenced 
to life imprisonment for killing 28 
“non-Russian” people. 

For almost twenty years now, 
the LDPR has kept its status as the 
strongest ultra-nationalist party in 
Russia. It is thus well-positioned to 
garner the support of nationalist 
voters. In spite of the many oddities 
and contradictions in the LDPR’s 
political history and public 
behaviour, Zhirinovsky and co may — 
in view of the recent growth of 
nationalist sentiment in Russia — 
turn out to be among the winners 
of the next parliamentary election. 


Football's first 


division acts 


against racism 


POLISH FOOTBALL CLUBS 
launched a landmark anti-RACISM 
campaign last month in a joint action 
by Ekstraklasa, Poland's first division, 
and the anti-racist Never Again 
Association. Anti-racist messages 
were broadcast in stadiums before 
every match over the weekend of 
15-16 October and teams posed for 
photographs with banners saying 
“Let's kick racism out of the 
stadiums”. 

Ekstraklasa, which comprises 16 
clubs, said it was responding to an 
appeal by Michel Platini, head of 
European football s governing body 
UEFA. “The Ekstraklasa fully supports 
the battle against racism in football, 
through activities promoting tolerance 
and fair play in all the stadiums of 
Poland s first division," it said. 

Rafal Pankowski of Never Again, 
who also runs a regional monitoring 
unit for the UEFA-backed Football 
Against Racism in Europe (FARE) 
network, hailed the move. 

“The involvement of the Polish 
league and clubs in an anti-racist 
campaign of this scale for the first 
time is quite an historic event for 
Polish football and society,” he said. 

“It doesn't happen in a vacuum, 
it follows a series of racist and 
antisemitic incidents which showed 
yet again that Polish football had a 
problem with racism. 

“More importantly, the eyes of 
the world are on Poland as a Euro 


2012 host so Polish football needs to 
tackle the issue of racism head on 
rather than sweep it under the 
carpet,” he added. 

With the 2012 European 
Championship, which Poland will 
co-host with Ukraine, less than seven 
months away, the issues of racist 
abuse and hooliganism are in the 
spotlight. Never Again, Poland's 
anti-racist educational and monitoring 
organisation established in 1996, 
has highlighted the crossover between 
violent fans and the far right, which 
it says is an explosive mixture. 

It regularly logs incidents in and 
around stadiums and has compiled 
a series of reports, pushing the 
authorities to take a firmer stance. 

In addition to abuse directed at 
black players, far-right and 
antisemitic banners and slogans are 
notably shocking given the country's 
Second World War history when 
millions perished under Nazi 
occupation including the 
overwhelming majority of its Jews. 


November 2011 | Searchlight | 29 


ee ee 


Roundup 


State of the far right in Ukraine (part 1) 


By Anton Shekhovtsov 


FAR-RIGHT ORGANISATIONS in Ukraine can be divided 
into two groups: ethnic Ukrainian ultranationalists and 
pro-Russian/Slavic right-wing nationalists. Each of these 
groups can be divided into two sub-groups: registered 
political parties and social movements. In accordance with 
this classification, this series of articles provides a brief 
overview of the current far-right scene in Ukraine. This 
month's article focuses on ethnic ultranationalist political 
parties. 


1.Ukrainian National Alliance - 
Ukrainian National Self-Defence 
(UNA-UNSO) 

¢ Formed on 30 June 1990, registered 
on 29 December 1994. Banned on 6 
September 1995, re-registered on 29 
September 1997. 

e Leader: Yuriy Shukevych (b. 1933). 
¢ Symbol: a white trident and the Ukrainian letters “UNSO" 
inserted in a black Teutonic cross on a red background. 

e Website: una-unso.in.ua. 
¢ Main ideas: ethnic ultranationalism, racism, antisemitism, 
militarism. 
The party's founder Yuriy Shukhevych is a son of Roman 
Shukhevych, a leader of the notorious Organisation of 
Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) and commander of the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (formed in 1943). Once a strong 
paramilitary organisation, which participated in the armed 
conflicts on post-Soviet territories, the activities of the 
UNA-UNSO are now confined to street protests. The party 
withdrew from electoral politics in 2007. 


2.All-Ukrainian Union “Freedom” 
(Svoboda) 

¢ Formed on 13 October 1991 under 
the name Social-National Party of 
Ukraine, registered on 16 October 
1995. Renamed into Svoboda on 14 
February 2004. 

e Leader: Oleh Tyahnybok (b. 1968). 

¢ Symbol: a yellow right hand showing three fingers on a 
blue background. 

¢ Newspaper: Svoboda (Freedom). 

e Websites: www.svoboda.org.ua, www.tyaht.ybok.info. 

e International membership: Alliance of European National 
Movements. 
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e Main ideas: ethnic ultranationalism, racism, 
Russophobia, antisemitism, anti-Islamism, social 
conservatism, anticommunism. 

Although not represented in parliament, Svoboda is 

currently the strongest far-right organisation in Ukraine. In 

2009-10, the party won local elections in three Western 

regions, and members of Svoboda are now heads of 

Ternopil, L'viv and Ivano-Frankivs’k regional councils. If the 

electoral system stays the same, Svoboda is likely to enter 

parliament after the 2012 general election and form the 
first far-right parliamentary group ever. 


3.Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists (KUN) 

¢ Formed on 18 October 1992, registered on 26 January 
7993: 

e Leader: Stepan Bratsyun (b. 1963). 

¢ Symbol: a white cross in a black triangle within a red 
circle surrounded by black and gold lines. 

e Newspaper: Natsiya i Derzhava (Nation and State). 

e Website: cun.org.ua. 

¢ International membership: Alliance for Europe of the 
Nations. 

¢ Main ideas: ethnic nationalism, Russophobia, 
antisemitism, social conservatism, anticommunism. 

The party was founded by Yaroslava Stets'ko (1920-2003), 

the widow of Yaroslav Stets’ko, a leader of the OUN, which 

KUN officially succeeds. A few members of the KUN were 

elected to parliament in the past, but now the party is in 

decline. It will enter parliament after the 2012 general election. 


4. All-Ukrainian Party “New Force” 
(Nova Syla) 

Formed on 16 October 1999, 
registered on 16 December 1999. 
Leader: Yuriy Zbitnyev (b. 1963). 
Symbol: red or yellow stylised 
swastika in a yellow or black circle. 
Websites: novasila.info, 
www.zbitnev.org. 

Main ideas: ethnic ultranationalism, 
racism, national solidarism, promotion 
of eugenics. 

Nova Syla is a minor far-right party, 
mainly known for its leader, who is 
active in political journalism. Zbitnyev is 
also one of the leaders of the neo-nazi 
Social National Assembly. 


ITALY 


Blood and Honour fascists form 
potential parliamentary link 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE NEWS THAT BLOOD 
and Honour have opened 
their first branch in Italy has 
come as a surprise, but only 
because the neo-nazi 
organisation was thought 
to be sufficiently well 
represented already in ideas 
and deeds by the local 
Veneto Fronte Skinheads, 
active since 1987, some of 
whose members have been 
arrested over the years for 
incitement to racial hatred. 
The significance of this 
“official” opening rests in 
the fact that it reveals the 
possibility of links that 
would take Blood and 
Honour not a million miles 
away from contact with 
Members of Parliament. 
The story goes back to 
2007 when the so called 
“fascists of the Third 
Millennium" of Casa (Ezra) 
Pound took over a house 
in Colleverde Guidonia, 
near Rome, part of the 
squatting strategy that has 
enabled this neofascist 
organisation to spread to 
every major town across 
the country in the guise of 
a cultural association 
helping the homeless to 
live in empty buildings. 
The house was 
subsequently handed over 
to the neo-nazi SPQR Skin, 
and the idea of locating 
Blood and Honour in the 
premises appears to have 
come from them (they call 


themselves “Italian Division 
of Blood and Honour” on 
Facebook, 1,600 friends) 
rather than from Casa 
Pound, which denies any 
involvement. 

The distancing however 
is more likely to be part of 
a parallel strategy that 
enables Casa Pound to 
widen its phalanx of foot 
soldiers while pursuing its 
plans to spread its network 
and seeking political 
legitimacy, even crossing 
the threshold of Parliament. 

An entry has already been 
secured. A couple of 
months ago the MP 
Domenico Scilipoti chaired 
a meeting in the House 
under the heading “Usury, 
Ezra Pound lands in 
Parliament, 

a topic discussed by the 
Responsabili, Forum 
Anti-Usury and Casa 
Pound". A member of 
Silvio Berlusconi's Party 
(PdL), Scilipoti achieved 
prominence after he helped 
save the Prime Minister's 
skin in a crucial vote of 
confidence by joining a 
group of staunch supporters 
called the “responsibles”. 
He drafted the group's 
manifesto by doing a cut 
and paste job from a 
document written for Benito 
Mussolini in 1925 by the 
then Minister of Education, 
Giovanni Gentile. At the 
“usury/Ezra Pound” 


With such friends in 
Parliament it should not 
come as a surprise if sooner 
or later Blood and Honour 
receive an invitation to 
enter the building, 
accompanied or not by 
Casa Pound, who have 
already done plenty of cut 
and paste jobs from the 
poet's fascist speeches. 


meeting Scilipoti promised 
to bring the ideas and 
legislative proposals put 
forward by Casa Pound 
into the House. 

He may have made a 
similar promise to other 
fascists who visited him 
last September. His guests 
then were from the Partito 
dei Nazionailisti Italiani 
(linked to MSI-Destra 
Nazionale), led by Gaetano 
Saya, who dresses its 
members in Nazi-style 
uniforms and has 
reportedly drawn up 
his manifesto by means 
of a cut and paste job 
from another document 
dated from 1925, this 
time written for Adolf 
Hitler's National Socialist 
German Workers’ Party. 


AP a 


Blood and Honour's Italian friends in 
SPQR Skin 


Items seized by police from Casa Pound in La Spezia belie the group's claim to be a 
cultural association 
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Alfio Bernabei reviews Socia/ and Political Thought of Julius Evola 


by Paul Furlong (Routledge, 2011) 


A NAZI-FASCIST RACIST 
propagandist who after the 
fall of Mussolini and Hitler 
wondered whether sufficient 
men of sufficient quality still 
remained “on their feet” to 
carry out his grand design of 
more refined and successful 
dictatorships is not an easy 
subject to tackle, especially 
when the man in question, 
Julius Evola, sought to 
minimise the genocide almost 
to the point of negation and 
failed to acknowledge the 
responsibilities of both 
regimes. No wonder if he has 
been described by one of his 
critics as “so unclean a racist 
that it is repugnant to touch 
him with the fingers”, and no 
surprise if his “Nazi delirium” 
is said to have inspired 
extreme right-wing militants 
and terrorists who in the late 
1960s, 1970s and 1980s 
planted bombs in banks, 
trains and stations, killing 
and maiming dozens of 
people in the so called 

Italian “years of lead". 

Paul Furlong recognises all 
this. He knows he is dealing 
with a dangerous beast. 
Wearing thick gloves he 
insists, however, that Evola 
needs to be studied because 
“the position of the anti- 
modern intellectual may not 
appear comfortable, but the 
species exists and has its own 
survival mechanism”. Some 
of the language may appear 
at times far too kind to his 
subject, but however 
wrapped in complex 
metaphysics this is ultimately 
the dissection of a mind 
capable of inspiring 


murderous acts in the 
tradition of those behind 
the Holy Inquisition, 9/11 
or Utdja island. 

Fantasy and falsification 
are embedded even in Evola's 
name. Beware of vainglorious 
Italians who think of 
themselves as descendants of 
the Roman Empire and feel 
the need to Latinise their 
identity to evoke Emperors’ 
crowns and laurels. Already 
pompously called Giulio 
Cesare — Julius Caesar — when 
he was born in 1898 in Rome 
into a family of minor Sicilian 
aristocracy, he was to change 
the too plebeian “G" into 
“J" a letter foreign to the 
Italian alphabet, to mime 
himself into some tradition 
of the Imperium Romanum. 

As a young man he was too 
distracted by the Dadaist 
movement, experimentation 
with drugs, magic practices 
and the esoteric in general, to 
take any notice of Mussolini's 
terrorist gangs rampaging up 
and down the country killing 
hundreds of people prior to 
the 1922 March on Rome. But 
as soon as the dictator ditched 
democracy, abolished parties, 
trade unions and a free press, 
and began to incarcerate and 
murder dissidents, Evola was 
quick to support the 
authoritarian experiment and 
eager to provide his intellectual 
contributions. He developed a 
lifelong interest in tyranny and 
how to perfect it through a 
minestrone of ideas that 
included alchemy, superstition, 
the occult, initiatory rituals, the 
sacred as inherited from 
mythologies, combining 
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tradition with nationalism 
in search of the 
“absolute”, by which he 
meant the primordial force 
that renews itself through 
the heroic deeds of men 
belonging to an élite, 
members of a superior 
race in a superior order, a 
hierarchy of the spirit. 
Between 1927 and 
1929 he sought to imbue 
Mussolini with a sense of 
the sacred through magic 
techniques. He engaged 
devotees to generate a 
spiritual force to put the 
uncouth dictator with peasant 
blood onto a transcendental 
level. How Mussolini reacted 
to such attempts to 
spiritualise fascism is not 
known. He was probably 
more interested in preparing 
the path to attain his imperial 
ambitions, hence the 
conquest of Abyssinia and 
Ethiopia presented as a kind 
of duty by a superior race 
descended from the Romans 
to rule over inferior people for 
their own good. Racist 
justification was needed and 
Evola obliged enthusiastically. 
Racism became his speciality. 
There was race of the body, 
race of the soul and race of 
the spirit. Needless to say, 
he was antisemitic and anti- 
black, as well as a misogynist 
who relegated women to the 
role of procreating machines. 
After the Second World War 
he was charged alongside 
others engaged in terrorist 
activities with the crime of 
promoting the revival of the 
Fascist Party in breach of the 
new Italian Constitution. He 


Julius Evola 
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was acquitted in the name of 
freedom of expression. He 
continued to write for fascist 
publications and found 
admirers in Pino Rauti, the 
founder of Ordine Nuovo, 
outlawed in 1973 but 
instrumental in producing the 
offshoot of Nuclei Armati 
Rivoluzionari (NAR) to be 
found years later behind the 
Bologna bombing that killed 
85 people in 1980. Another 
admirer was Franco Freda, the 
author of Aryan Aristocracy, 
who was found guilty of 
terrorist activities, spent 
several years in jail for the 
crime of “subversive 
association”, and is said to 
have influenced the creation 
of Roberto Fiore's Third 
Position, later developed into 
the current Forza Nuova Party. 
Because Evola never denied 
the right to take direct 
political action, he was 
suspected of supporting 
fascist terrorism up to his 
death in 1974. He seems to 
have thought that violence 
was permissible, as long as 
those involved were inspired 
by “spirituality”, not by 
personal or material gains. He 
may have perfected this idea 


after meeting Corneliu 
Codreanu in 1936, the 
Romanian founder of the 
Legions of the Archangel 
Michael whose Iron Guards 
carried out assassinations of 
politicians thought to be 
corrupt. Developed further, as 
Furlong explains, this concept 
implies that “the spiritual 
value of an act is determined 
by the interior disposition of 
the actor and the integrity of 
his commitment to the 
perfection of the act itself”. 
This is precisely the argument 
that one finds throughout 
history, all the way to the 
Twin Towers and Utdja Island. 

That Evola was sometimes 
critical of fascism made him 
more valuable to the regime 
than other contemporaries, 
such as the philosopher 
Giovanni Gentile, Mussolini's 
Minister for Education. 

When intellectuals enslave 
themselves completely within 
the dominant culture they 
simply turn into part of the 
mechanism for the 
reinforcement of established 
values and fail to provide the 
permissible dissenting voice, 
the oxygen that is vital in the 
process of the maintenance of 
power. The fact that Evola 
was not content enough with 
fascism or Nazism and 
believed that such regimes 
were only the first rough step 
on the ladder to some 
elevated, more spiritual form 
of governance, was perfectly 
acceptable, in fact, functional. 
He wasn't saying stop, this is 
enough. He was saying the 
opposite: continue to push 
ahead and refine your means 
because there is an optimum 
level to be found, a level of 
absolute tyranny reaching all 
the way to some spiritual 
dimension that humans have 
no right to challenge. 

As an enemy of democracy 
and a believer in the cast 
system, he was so steeped in 
legends inspired by the rigid 
order of spiritual paganism as 
to believe in history as a cycle 
likely to resurrect in some 
form Hesiod's Golden Age 
and a return to the Age of 
the demigods (Achilles and 
suchlike). He so fancied 


himself as an inspirational 
figure that he choreographed 
his own death in that fashion. 
He is said to have asked his 
friends to lift him out of bed 
so that he could die “on his 
feet", like a mythic warrior, 
looking through his window 
over the Gianicolo district of 
Rome at the place where the 
Temple of Janus once stood 
— Janus being the two-faced 
God of time looking 
simultaneously at the past 
and at the future. As well as 
implying that unrepentant 
nazi-fascists can “ride the 
tiger" through time (an 
expression he was fond of) 
he was seeking to evoke the 
fascination for “the quest", 
the magic pointer (he had 
once written about the Holy 
Grail), while reconfirming his 
support for the right-wing 
terrorists who were at the 
time seeking to destabilise 
the country. Evola is now 
gaining followers in the 
United States, Britain, and 
especially in Russia where 
some right-wingers with 
political influence dream of 
a coming Russian Imperium, 
with Moscow romantically 
associated with the notion of 
a “Third Rome”. His ashes, 
construed as a beacon, were 
scattered on top of Monte 
Rosa, Italy's magic peak said 
to emit a pink glow. 

Furlong states unequivocally 
that “Evola's failure to speak 
clearly on the Holocaust, still 
less to acknowledge the 
responsibilities of regimes with 
which he was associated is a 
fatal lapse, enough to destroy 
his authority” and equally 
recognises that “the deliberate 
refusal to condemn those who 
use one's work to promote 
violence is not significantly 
different from condoning 
violence”. This association 
could have been made clearer 
by placing Evola’s thought 
development more closely in 
touch with the historical 
context of the events he must 
have witnessed and 
condoned. We find no 
mention of the repression that 
followed the dictatorship after 
1926, no word of the 
Abyssinian war that butchered 


hundred of thousands of 
people and was one of the 
preludes to the Second World 
War and there is silence on the 
Spanish Civil War in which the 
Italian fascists took part with 
the Nazis, all episodes that 
would have provided plenty of 
evidence to Evola of the 
bloodshed meted out by both 
regimes in their thirst for 
power. And if after the 
Second World War the 
“strategy of tension” 

involved some of Evola's 
disciples, could it be that in 
spite of his anti-Americanism 
he was the maitre a penser of 
the gladiators in the Stay 
Behind secret network set up 
to strike a deadly blow at 
democracy? 

The danger now is that 
Evola's ideas, still evidently 
capable of influencing nazi- 
fascists longing for absolutist 
solutions, may filter more 
widely into the current wave 
of historical revisionism, 
turning him into an acceptable 
figure in the Italian intellectual 
landscape of generations to 
come. It is shocking, to give 
but one example, to find one 
of the most popular 


contemporary writers, 
Roberto Saviano, author of 
Gomorrah, publicly listing 
Evola among his favourite 
intellectuals. “As a writer”, 
he stated “| formed myself 
on well known authors in the 
traditional and conservative 
culture, Ernst Juinger, Ezra 
Pound, Louis-Ferdinand 
Céline, Carl Schmitt. | don't 
even dream of denying it. | 
must add that | often read 
even Julius Evola ..." 

One hopes that Furlong's 
important study will soon be 
translated into Italian so that 
more people can be better 
informed on what Evola stood 
for. Some adjustments are 
needed. Mussolini set up the 
Social Republic with Nazi 
support from September 
1943, not 1944. And | can't 
help thinking that in citing 
the terrorist massacres 
perpetrated by some of 
Evola's admirers, the number 
of victims should be 
mentioned: 17 people died 
and 88 were wounded, for 
instance, in the Piazza 
Fontana bombing in Milan 
in 1969. Real blood helps to 
put things into perspective. 
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As part of Searchlight’s plan to bring more democracy to the magazine, we would like each month to devote 
some space to readers’ views. This will complement our programme to develop a lively website for the magazine, 
which will include up-to-date news and a blog where readers will have the chance to post comments, debate 
issues and make suggestions for features for the website or future editions of the magazine. 

The magazine is the best place for longer features and investigations, and items of longer-term interest, though it 
will continue to include some news items as well. The website is ideal for news, and responding to, commenting 
on and discussing developments. In the fast-moving world of today a month between editions of the magazine is 
too long for many purposes. 

We look forward to receiving suggestions from our readers on new sections and features for the new website and 
magazine. We would also be pleased to receive contributions from veteran anti-fascists and more recent recruits 
to the fight against racism and fascism. If you want to write for the magazine, please contact us first to discuss 
your subject-matter, as we need to ensure a variety of features in each magazine. 

While we want to promote free discussion and not suppress dissenting views (other than those of fascists and 
racists), we do not wish the website to be dominated by political hacks from organised political groups. It should 
be an opportunity for people to support and contribute to the fight against racism and fascism especially at times 
when they are not in a position to go out on the streets to do so. 

We might not be able to adopt all suggestions from readers because of financial or staffing constraints but we 
believe that your experience and imagination, coupled with our nearly 50 years of working against those who 
would disrupt our communities and destroy our democracy, will produce useful new ideas that can be promoted 
in the magazine and our new website. 

Searchlight is also the joint publisher, with the Radicalism and New Media Research Group at Northampton 
University, of a series of booklets under the title Mapping the Far Right and there may be opportunities for expert 
readers to contribute a chapter to a forthcoming title. 

To contact us 

Email: editors@searchlightmagazine.com 

Telephone: 020 8550 1805 


Post: PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


COMING SOON 


New Searchlight magazine website 
News - blog - reader comments - 


features — resources -— and more 


www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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Every month, for over 36 years, Searchlight 
has exposed the far right in Britain and 
abroad. It carries out investigations, reports 
on fascist activity and supports community- 
based anti-fascist organisations. It is the first 
port of call for activists, academics and 
journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and the rest of 
the extreme right you should subscribe to 
Searchlight. 
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MARKING THE 75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SPANISH CIVIL WAR - THE WORLD PREMIERE 
- OF A MAJOR NEW BRITISH MUSICAL 


In 1936, as fascism sweeps across Europe, one 
country reaches out in its hour of need... and tens of 
thousands of ordinary people make an extraordinary 
decision to help. 


Mothers and fathers, sons and daughters... more 
than 42,000 travel to Spain from all over the world, 
and risk their lives for the freedom of others. 


Marking the 75th anniversary of the start of the 
Spanish Civil War, and inspired by first hand 
accounts, Goodbye Barcelona focuses on Sammy, a 
young man driven to leave his home in London and 
join the International Brigades to fight against the 
fascists. 


Goodbye Barcelona, a passionate new musical with Book by 
Judith Johnson, Music & Lyrics by KS Lewkowicz, is to have its 
world premiere in a five-week season at Arcola Theatre from 
Thursday 24 November - Friday 23 December. 


Press night Monday 28 November at 7.30pm 


Cast: Lucy Bradshaw, Tom Gill, Katie Bernstein, John Killoran, 
Mark Meadows, Jack Shalloo, Laura Tebbutt. 


Judith Johnson's (Book) plays include Uganda for the Royal 
National Studio/Royal Court, (winner of the Thames Best Play 
Award), and Somewhere for the Royal National Theatre/ 
Liverpool Playhouse (winner of a Liverpool Arts Award). TV work 
includes First Sex (which was nominated for a children’s 
BAFTA). Her musical Release The Beat, written with composer 
KS Lewkowicz, a musical adapted from A Midsummer Night's 
Dream, was directed by Mehmet Ergen for Arcola Theatre in 
2004. 


KS Lewkowicz (Music & Lyrics) also wrote Music and Lyrics for 
Release The Beat; Vocal and Incidental Music for a children’s 
adaptation of Jabberwocky at Arcola Theatre in 2002; and a 
musical adaptation of Graham Greene's Brighton Rock. 


Karen Rabinowitz (Director & Choreographer) is Course Leader 
for the Musical Theatre Course at the Royal Academy of Music, 
where her productions have included Follies, Sweet Charity, 
Nine, Happy End, City of Angels, A Little Night Music, The Wiz, 
A Chorus Line, Little Me, and A... My Name is Alice. Other 
productions include Hansel & Grete! (Stratford East), Ain’t We 
Got Fun? (Lyric Studio), Safety in Numbers and It’s All in the 
Stars (Molecule Theatre), Alice Through the Looking Glass 
(Dundee Rep), Twelfth Night (Waterville, Maine) 


Other creatives: 

Designer Nigel Hook 

Sound Design Mike Walker 
Lighting Design Rob Halliday 
Producer Flavia Fraser-Cannon 


Produced by Goodbar Productions in association with 
Arcola Theatre 


Goodbye Barcelona began as a commission from Arcola 
Theatre funded by Arts Council England, it was 
subsequently developed for Arcola's Grimeborn Opera 
Festival. 


www.goodbyebarcelona.com 


Press contact at KWPR: Kevin Wilson (07884 368697) 


Kevin Wilson Public Relations 


49 Western Lane London SW12 8JS._ tel: 020 8673 0658 mob: 07884 368697 


LISTINGS INFO 


Goodbye Barcelona 


Arcola Theatre 
24 Ashwin Street 
Dalston 

LONDON E8 3DL 


Box Office: 
020 7503 1646 
or www.arcolatheatre.com 


Nearest Trains: 
Dalston Junction/Dalston Kingsland 


Thursday 24 November - 
Friday 23 December 


Tuesday — Saturday at 7.30pm 

Saturday matinees at 2.30pm 

(no matinee Saturday 26 November) 

Press Night: Monday 28 November at 7.30pm 


Tickets: £17.00 (£11.00 concessions) 
Pay What You Can Tuesdays 


TEN10 - 10 performances for £10 (not available online) - 24, 26, 
30 November, 1, 2, 3 (mat), 3 (eve), 7, 8 December 


arcola 
theatre 


: kevinwilsonpr@gmail.com www.kevinwilsonpublicrelations.co.uk 


